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150,000 meals a year 


to feed the hungry. 
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5000 hungry, 
homeless men are 
fed and given shelter, 


each year at 





St. Christopher's Inn. 
















A 100.00 Meal Bond helps the Graymoor Friars carry /#/ g 1 
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on this work of mercy for the less fortunate. 
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Lest you be forgotten, the Friars, in gratitude 
for your generosity, will have a set of 
Gregorian Masses (a mass each day for 
thirty days) said for the repose of your 
soul immediately after your death. 

If you would like to know more about 
this work, we will be glad to send you 
a booklet on the St. Christopher’s Inn. 

Send bond subscriptions to the Father 


General, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


MEAL BONDS HELP FEED THE HUNGRY 
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= 
This Month 
> March Cover. Designed and 
drawn by our artist, Charles 
> FEATURES Seaman, the cover this month carries 
- Pisvnnne Witton 27 the theme of Ireland. Dominating 


the panel on the left hand side 
the famous Celtic Cross at Monas- 
terboice in County Louth. The his- 


Mostly for Women 29 
by Nancy Westlake 


ter, Teen Topics 














———. ‘SI toric map indicates many of the 
by Lynn Alexander famous sites of Ireland. At the top is St. Patrick and his Trinity symbol, 
the shamrock. The discussion of certain aspects of Irish life is by Bryan 
ARTICLES MacMahon, well-known short story writer and dramatist who lives in 
Ireland Today — a7 County Kerry. He discusses two frequently asked questions about Ireland 
by Bryan MacMahon today: the success of the Gaelic language program and Irish emigration. 
iis Badia of Son The founding of the Legion of Mary is described by Frater Patrick Hunt, 
by Fra. Patrick Hunt, S.A. S.A. Page 6 
First Steps to the Priesthood . 10 Behind the Iron Curtain. Archbishop Josef Beran of Prague, Czecho- 
Report From Prague 14 slovakia, celebrated his 70th birthday on December 29. For the past 
by J. J. Hanlin eight years, Archbishop Beran has been living in solitary confinement, a 
The Salt-free, Pepper-less Age ... 18 prisoner of the Communist puppet government. Almost nothing has been 
by John J. Ryan : heard of or from him in that time. J. J. Hanlin, a free-lance correspondent, 
Behind “a Films 20 writes from Vienna about his trip to Prague. Page 14 
by John E. Fitzgerald Films of 1958. The run-down on the most notable films of the year is 
St. Kevin’s Glen Se by John E. Fitzgerald, Entertainment Columnist for Our Sunday Visitor 
and several other magazines. According to Mr. Fitzgerald, we are in the 
FICTION era of the “big” movie, and 1958 was no exception. A relatively large 
The Day Everything Went Wrong 12 number of films with religious interest were released this year. Page 20 
by Trudy Ouellette Graymoor in Japan. Shinto, translated “the way of the gods,” is the 
Easter With Esther 32 national religion of Japan. Actually it is not a religion but a manifesta- 
by DeSales Standerwick, S.A. tion of patriotism. The second religion is Buddhism, still very much alive 
1 Japan. The Catholic faith was first brought to Japan about 1550, but a 
DEPARTMENTS series of persecutions left but a few Catholics in that country until the 
Letters ee middle of the last century. At this time some Catholic missionaries were 








4 surprised to find “hidden” Catholics who had preserved their faith through 


Uncompleted Burses : 4 
I the long persecution. Some of these “hidden” Christians have not yet been 








editorials ) : . . ~ 1 “ . 
Editori uls 16 | reconciled with the Church. Fr. Joseph Newell, S.A., was recently assigned 
Necrology ----- 22 | to a new post among the people on the island of Ikitsuki in the diocese of 
Question of the Month 23 | Nagasaki. Page 27 

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: 1 yr.—$3; 2 yrs.—S5. Are Our Lives Stereotyped Today? You may or may not agree with John 





J. Ryan’s sentiments in “The Salt-free, Pepper-less Age,” but we think 


SE PERU? je polished monthly by The Francis his article will cause one to think. Page 18 


can peiace of the Atonement, Graymoor, Garrison, 





102" Ringgold Street, Peekskill New York. iia . We . y . " , . » ' ; . 

At left we see Fr. Daniel Egan, S.A., recently put in charge of vocations 
Sirect, Peekskill New ‘ort, Precutive Baitor, Very to the priesthood at Gray moor. In “F irst Steps to the Priesthood,” Cg 
Thomas, S.A; Associate” Editors. ' Rev. Roger Daniel explains for the benefit of those interested in becoming priests the 
Business Manager, Rev. Austin Kittredge. S.A.: four elements in the Junior Seminary program—Prayer, Study, W ork, Rec- 


Circulation Manager, Rev. Stephen Sullivan, S.A " : " . se is ¢ 
Advertising Manager, H. T urshs: Act Doscster, reation. March, the month of St. Joseph, is an 
M aries L. Sea appropriate time for young people to prayer- 
Address all subscriptions and correspondence to: ¥ a" af . r H 

The Lamp, 102 Ringgold Street, Peekskill, New York. fully consider their vocation. Page 10 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS st hg us five weeks 
in advance of the next issue da Be sure to give 
both the old and new addresses. ‘and zone number. 


SOLICITORS of this magazine are allowed to ac- 





NEXT MONTH IN THE LAMP: 

“Appreciating the Bible.” Father Geoffrey 
Wood, S.A., professor of Scripture at Atone- 
ment Seminary, Washington, D.C., offers sug- 
gestions for a Bible reading program. 


magazine. All donations or Mass intentions must 
be mailed directly to the Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement, Graymoor, Garrison, New York. 





ENTERED bed second-class matter at the Post 
Office, Peekskill, New York, under Act of March 
3, 1897. Acceptance for mailing at a special rate of 


Postage provided in Section 1103. Act of October 3, 
1917, authorised January 30, 1903. 
Unsolicited Manuscripts, unless accompanied by self- 


addressed Stamped envelopes, will not be returned 


“Recent English Convert.” Michael de la 
Bedoyere tells the story of Hugh Ross 
Williamson’s conversion. 

















Every Tuesday 
A NEW 





NOVENA 


To 


St. Anthony 





“The sea obeys and fetters break, 
And lifeless limbs thou dost restore, 
While treasures lost are found again, 
When young or old thine aid implore.” 

(Responsary of St. Anthony) 


Your petitions and 
thanksgivings are 
read and placed 
atthe Shrine of 
St. Anthony in the 
Friars’ chapel on 
the Mount of the 
Atonement 


Send your petitions and donations to 
St. Anthony’s Bread for the poor to: 


GRAYMOOR FRIARS 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 





LETTERS 





Praise 
Dear Father: Congratulations on your 
January issue. You have maintained the 


essence and the simplicity of the Lamp 
and yet by the improved quality of the 
articles and features and the thorough 


revision and streamlining of the depart- 
ments you seem to have given birth to a 
major new Catholic publication. 

Your might be interested in 
the serial publication, perhaps as part of 
the Graymoor Annals, of a short  biog- 
raphy and a picture of each of your edi- 


readers 


tors and executives and others responsible 
for the new Lamp. D.C. 


Responsive Chord 

Dear Father: Regarding Tue Lamp Jan- 
uary, 1959, I want to compliment Mr. 
Ryan on his story, “An Honest Look at 
Large Families.” He hit the nail right on 
the head. Mrs. M.McD. 


Not Going Steady 

Dear Father: The “To All My 
Valentines,” in February Lamp had, I 
think, an important point. The argument 


against steady dating among teen-agers 


story, 


should emphasize the social and psycho- 
logical advantages of not going steady. 
D.H. 

Wing 
Dear Father: Enclosed is a check, the 
amount of which I promised to St. An 
thony for his poor if he obtained suffi 
cient funds for us to build a much- 
needed new wing to our Hospital. On the 
21st of December we had the Dedication 
new The 
this money wer 
varied and much of the procedure con- 
cerning it was nothing short of being 
miraculous, 

I would appreciate it greatly if you 
would publish this letter as a public 
acknowledgment of gratitude to St. 


Ceremonies for our wing. 


sources of obtaining 


Anthony. 

Sister Catherine Lorraine, R.N. 
Discovery 
Dear Father: I do not know how to 


begin—I don’t have much schooling. 

A year ago this last Spring my son 
plowed under his billfold with $104.00 
in it. This was, I think, in April 1957. 
It got too dry to plow the ground up 
again. In June i957 you sent me a leaflet 
prayer to St. Anthony for lost things so 
I gave it to Grandma, my two girls and 
also to my sister. We all prayed. This 
last Spring my husband plowed a little 
every few days as the ground was the 
neighbor’s in soil bank. So he found it 
but there was no money as it had rotted 





—not even form of bills—only a green 
lump. Now we had to pray again so 
Washington, D.C., could find the num 
bers and they did, $104.00. 

This year I lost a Christmas package, 
I prayed to St. Anthony again and found 
my package—I left it 
many people around I 
would get it back. 

We are poor people or I would send 


in a store and so 
did not think I 


you more, This dollar is just a thank you, 


and God bless all of you. Mrs. M.S. 


Found 
Dear Father: As an 
Lamp I am sending 


avid reader of Tue 
the enclosed news- 
paper article about Lisa Rose Chionchio, 
the kidnaped-returned infant. The par 
ents of this child made novenas to St 
Anthony for nine days after the kidnap- 
ing. The last day of the novena was the 
day the baby was found. C. DiM, 


Cure 
Dear Father: In addition to my Sponsor 
offering I am enclosing $4.00 that I 
promised to Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart and to St. Jude. Both favors have 
been granted through their powerful in- 
tercession., After suftering of Tuberculosis 
for nine years and one lung operation | 
never considered an arrested 


was Case 
of T.B. until this last time when I was 
sent to the State Sanatorium. I had 


special X-rays taken and a bronchoscopy 
and thanks to Our Blessed Mother, St 
Jude, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, all the 
tests turned out negative and no_ trace 
of T.B. found in my only lung. Please 
have this letter published as I have in- 


tended it to be. Thank you for your 
prayers. [ need them. M.M. 
Bird 

Dear Father: Enclosed please _ find 


$10.00. This I promised St. Anthony if 
1 would get my Mynah bird back safe. 
Please publish this letter as I prom- 
ised to have it published in THe Lame, 
Mrs. T.N. 

House 
Dear Father: I promised St. Anthony if 
he found a suitable house for our family 
of five I would have it published in 
Tue Lamp and renew my subscription. 
We moved into our new home yester- 
day so here’s my $3.00. Upon receipt 
of my first new Lamp I will send you 
a $5.00 donation—part of my pledge. 
May God bless you, Fathers of the 
Atonement, and always keep THe Lampe 


“7. R.H. 








'f you have promised publication and your letter does not appear, do not become upset or worried. 
You keep your promise once you send us the letter and give us permission to publish it. 
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FASCINATING, INSPIRING TRUE STORIES... 


\b 


JOHN THE BAPTIST baptizes Our Lord qin. * 
at His request. Later he is beheaded 
for daring to tell the wicked Herod to 
fepent for his sins. 
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wes ot Saints ae 


Selected by Father Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M. 

Editorial Supervision by Father Joseph Vann, O.F.M. 
Nearly 600 Pages— 

Illustrated with Masterpiece Paintings 
in Vivid Full Color— 




















a green a " 
a Covers Inlaid with Pure Gold— eee 
again $0 i “ Imprimatur: 
he num fActual Writings of the Saints Themselves Francis Cardinal Spellman, 
Archbishop of New York 
package, HERE is stirring drama on every page of 
nd found Lives OF SAINTS, as these remarkable men 
» and so Band women face overwhelming dangers for the 
think I Joke of Our Lord... temptations... trials... Page tops 
illness... death itself! On every page you'll find ws + 7th Gold Fy pl ly en dprmmete] 
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ank you, Bihe rigors of daily life! 
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Dramatic Accounts ST. VINCENT de PAUL who 
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4 Make You a Living Part of Their Experiences! pm Ge BY 
of Tue There is gripping suspense in the a °° 
d news story of St. Martin of Tours, as 
hionchio, he willingly stands—fearless—be- 
The par. neath a huge falling tree to prove ST. Pius x miraculously 
; id a nun 
is to St the power of God to pagan on had given up hope. 
kid lookers. Your heart will cry out 
cna as you read the moving story of 
was the St. Thomas 4 Becket who gives 
C. DiM, up his position as Chancellor of 
England—his worldly riches—and 
: finally his very life rather than 
Sponsor F sr wicwaet patties Satan. deny his love for Our Blessed 


that [ BM 2 mighty thrust, he J ord and the Church. 


casts him out of Heaven. 













































































Sacred You'll read dozens and dozens 
ors have of other stories, every bit as stir- 
erful in- Pring and meaningful, about real people doing deeds 
erculosis — for the honor and glory of God—willing to sacrifice ST. JOAN OF ARC t 
‘ration | § everything to show us how to find the Divine Peace _obstacies ana temptations thraueh cue tae eee ee 
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Case . ; Pius X, and many others. Yes, now you can join with FREE for ten d Leaf 
papers are printed in deep vibrant colors - eys. bee 
lave in- P these glorious souls...use their lives—their very through it raw from its 
or your 48 World-Famous Paintings words—as a guide for everyday living. marvelous true stories... 
y : oP te = z ae r enjoy the inspiring illustra- 
MLM. J The immortal paintings in this book are reproduced —_ ll These Features for Only $7.95 COMPLETE tions. If you aren't com- 
ina radiance 0 eir original colors... ril- letely delighted, 
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thony if § others give a deep insight into the life of each Saint. so proud to own and keep for years! It merits a place wme and send only $1 a 
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thony if . We should imitate the virtues of the Saints just as they MAIL FREE- TRIAL cou PON 
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yeah = them we may follow them into glory.” PIUS P. P XII 
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A burse is the estimated sum of money 
required for the education of a Graymoor 
Friar for the priesthood. 










































Your contribution towards a burse en- 
ables this Friar to reach his goal—the 
priesthood. Is your patron saint among 
those listed below? You are invited to 
honor your heavenly namesake and at 
the same time help a Graymoor Friar 
advance to the priesthood. 


Honor your favorite Saint 














FABIAN 
St. Joseph: seine pACHRACH 
Mr. & Mrs. "E.D., W., , $2; F.E.H., $10. 
Holy Pome: 462.00 
Mrs. I.P.S., N.Y¥., $2; Mr. & Mrs. F.E.F., N.Y . 
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“Since 
and children, 
riage, as well as those already married, 
k the guidance not only of learned human 
sciences but the wise counsel of Holy Mother, 
the Church. 


From the Foreword by His Eminence 


NCIS CARDINAL SPELLMAN 


Archbishop of New York 


is important that all married couples ap- 


proach the married state with the full realization 
of their holy vocation, 


ignorance can be harmful to parents 
men and women entering mar- 


should 


“The Catholic Marriage Manual is intended to 


fwifill this need by giving an insight into the 
beauty of sacramental marriage, 
demonstrating the 

Christian 

union and fulfill the 
parenthood,”” 


as well as by 
practical steps by which 
couples can perfect their own marital 
requirements of Catholic 
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MARRIAGE 1S A SACRED 





ParRTiIAL TABLE OF CONTENTS 


FOREWORD: By His Eminence, Francis Cardinal Spellman, 
Archbishop of New York 


The CATHOLIC 


MARRIAGE MANUAL 


By Reverend George A. Kelly with a Foreword and imprimatur by Francis Cardinal Spellman. 


Authoritative guidance on the spiritual, physical, and emotional aspects of married life. 


ERE IS the book that Catholic fam- 
ilies have asked for time and again 
—approved guidance on the many spirit- 
ual, physical, and emotional problems of 
marriage. As you will see in the partial 
Table of Contents here, the most intimate 
subjects are dealt with in an adult, forth- 
right manner. You’ll find valuable med- 
ical advice on such topics as conjugal 
techniques, frigidity, pregnancy, child- 
birth, impotence; read the Church atti- 
tude on abortion and mixed marriages. 
An entire chapter is devoted to birth 
control and the rhythm method. This 
method is explained in detail, with the 
complete facts about Dr. John Ryan’s 
improved thermal method of cycle de- 
termination. 


Covers Every Aspect of Marriage 
Every aspect of marriage is covered— 
the spiritual and emotional as well as the 
physical. The author, Reverend George 
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A. Kelly, is the Director of the New 
York Archdiocese’s Family Life Bureau. 
His guidance is based on his broad knowl- 
edge of everyday family experiences as 
well as the teachings of the Church. 
You’ll find practical, realistic advice on 
in-law troubles, money questions, prob- 
lems of parenthood—all of the daily hu- 
man difficulties of modern marriage. 

Valuable chapters on the menopause 
and the techniques of preserving marital 
happiness in the later years make The 
Catholic Marriage Manual as useful to 
older couples as it is to newlyweds and 
brides-to-be. 

Father Kelly’s wise counsel can help 
you find the joy that comes only to 
couples secure in their knowledge, con- 
fident in their actions, and true to their 
faith. A book of this kind—combining the 
practical advice of doctors and family 
counselors with the accepted doctrines of 
the Church—has long been needed. 


Examine It 10 Days Without Charge 


Because the publishers feel that this book 
belongs in every Catholic home, arrange- 
ments have been made to offer copies for ten 
free examination. You 
may obtain one merely by 
sending the coupon; no 

money is required. A copy 
\ will be sent to you in a plain 
wrapper. 

After ten days, if you de- 
cide not to keep it for any 
reason, simply return it and 
owe nothing. Otherwise send 
$4.95 plus postage and han- 
dling charges as payment in 
full. Mail the coupon today. 
RANDOM HOUSE, Mail 

" Order Div., Dept. R1-E, 136 
“4 W. 52nd St., N. Y. 19, N. Y. 
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days’ 
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O SPECIAL DE LUXE GIFT EDITION. Check here 


white Du Pont 
foil and genuine gold, 
addition to your permanent home library or a 
beautiful gift.) Only $2 additional, R2-133 
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Address .eccccccsccccccccess 
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DO THE IRISH PEOPLE SPEAK IRISH? 


THE ANSWER Is Yes—and No. 

The revival of Irish (or Gaelic) as a spoken 
language has been an important plank on the plat- 
form of all major political parties since the Anglo- 
Irish Treaty of 1921. No political party has dared 
to oppose this policy of Revival. 

The Irish Constitution, passed 21 years ago by 
the people, accepted both Irish and English as offi- 
cial languages. 

Eamon de Valera, Irish Premier, is unswervingly 
behind the Revival movement. 

In the National Schools of the Republic, Trish 
reading, Irish spelling, Irish grammar, Irish poetry 
and especially Irish conversation are taught pari 
passu with their counterparts in English. In Northern 
Ireland, Catholic schools vigorously promote the 
welfare of the native language. 

The average Irish pupil can express himself in 
fluent Gaelic narrative when recounting the 1,001 
occasions of child life—an Accident, the coming of 
Santa Claus, Market, Meal-time, A Bus 
Journey, At the Seaside, ete. 

In schools where the proficiency of the children 


Fair or 


warrants it, other subjects such as History, Geog- 
raphy, Mathematics and Music are taught through 
the medium of the Irish language. 

In Secondary schools the accent as yet is on 
written Irish: as I write, one of my sons is studying 
Greek through the medium of Irish, while another 
is pursuing the intricacies of the calculus, also 
through Irish. 

In University College, Galway, the most advanced 
subjects are studied through the medium of Irish. 
The President, the Very Reverend Dr. P. Browne, 
is a brilliant Gaelic and classical scholar. 

In summer boys and girls throng the Summer 
Colleges so as to achieve fluency in Gaelic. Various 
organizations offer scholarships to these students. 

Outside the schools the language drive is coun- 
tered by the English-speaking world. The impact of 
Britain tends to drown the native voice of small- 
neighbour Ireland. Thus the store of Irish accumu- 
lated during school life tends to leak away. 

Although the majority of the Irish people uses 
English in its everyday occasions, it is true that a 
considerable store of Irish lies fallow for lack of 
usage. 
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Ireland Today 


wv 


An interview with Bryan MacMahon 


In the Gaeltachta, or native-speaking districts 
Irish is still vibrantly alive. These areas lie mainly i 
the Western seaboard counties of Kerry, Clan 
Galway, Mayo and Donegal with pockets in Water 
ford and Cork. The preservation of these Gaelic. 
speaking areas has been the object of Government 
concern. 

Almost every major writer of English in Ireland 
today has written in, speaks or understands Irish 
Liam O'Flaherty (a native speaker from the Aran 
Islands), Frank O'Connor, Sean O’Casey, Francis 
MacManus and 
Brendan Behan, illustrate this contention. 

From the apron-sized Gaelic-speaking Blasket 
Island off the Kerry coast have come three books, 


Walter Macken, with new arrival 


which, when translated into English, won interna- 
tional acclaim—“The Islandman,” “Twenty Years 
A-Growing” A wag once remarked that 
typewriters formed the main item of import of this 


and “Peig.” 


wee island! 

Raidio Eireann uses Irish as well as English in 
its news bulletins, plays, features and sports com- 
mentaries. Its REP company is equally proficient in 
Irish and in English. This is equally true of the 
players of the famous Abbey Theatre. Stage and 
film folk such as Micheal Mac Liammédir, Siobhan 
Mckenna, Cyril Cusack and Denis O'Dea are pas- 
sionately devoted to their native language. 

Largely because of his zeal in promoting the 
revival in the ranks of the Gaelic League, Dr. 
Douglas Hyde (a Protestant) was unanimously 
chosen as First President of Ireland. 

The powerful amateur Gaelic Athletic Association 
backs the Revival movement. New organizations 
such as CARA (Friend) and GAEL-LINN (Gaelic 
Pools) advance the cause in terms of modern Irish 
life. 

A young vital Minister for Defence, Mr. Boland, 
has revitalized the Irish Army’s attitude to the 
language. 

That the policy of Revival has powerful and 
bitter opponents goes without saying. But their 
efforts are offset by resolute idealists who can be 
most practical on occasion. 

The broad swath of the Irish people cherish theit 
language as a mark of nationhood and as a shrine 
of native beauty. Deep in their hearts they realise 
that it would be a pity were this ancient and richly 
endowed tongue to vanish from the earth, 
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spects of Irish Life 


TOP 


College Square, Dublin, leading to O’Con- 
nell Bridge. Ireland’s capital is a_ city 
steeped in history, tragic and glorious, 
of patriots, statesmen, and scholars. 


CENTER 


Along the road to Tipperary. In rural 
Ireland one may still see farmers hauling 
their products to market in horse-drawn 
carts through peaceful streets. 


BOTTOM 


Adare, one of the most beautiful villages 
in Ireland. Green hedges, little white 
roads, and thatch-roofed cottages call the 
wanderer to dreams of home. 
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ARE THE IRISH LEAVING IRELAND? 


ALAS, YEs! 


Over-emigration is one of the two major problems 
confronting our people. Now matters have reached 
a point where our very existence as a people is 
threatened. 

In 1846 the whole of Ireland had a population 
of over eight millions. Today the population is littl 
more than four millions. This, while the population 
of most other countries has vastly increased. 

The current annual figure of emigration probably 
lies between 40,000 and 60,000, These figures repre- 
sent the nubile, the virile, the adventurous—in short, 
the very cream ot our people. 

This, too, while a quarter of our people never 
marry at all! Due to a high fertility rate our popula- 
tion is relatively stable. But if we continue to suffer 
an emigration rate comparable to countries such as 
Italy, and maintain a marriage rate among the lowest 
in the world, who can tell what the future holds for 
the Irish? 

Counties on the Western coast of Ireland have 
been most grievously wounded. Some villages on the 
Kerry coast are now tenanted by a handful of old- 
sters. The emigration figures for one inland county 
—Leitrim—are positively alarming. 

Our best-loved songs and ballads are the heart- 
cries of people bidding farewell to home. Joe Lynch, 
singer and actor of Raidié Eireann and Abbey Thea- 
tre fame, and Bridie Gallagher, the singing girl from 
Donegal, bring tears to our eyes with such songs of 
parting as “Farewell to Noreen Bawn” and “Good- 
bye, Johnny.” 

In the old days our people emigrated mainly to 
America. Now they move in their thousands—even 
parents with young families—to the great urban cen- 
tres of Britain, chiefly to London and Birmingham. 
The sudden impact of a complex urban civilization 
upon ingenuous immigrants can readily be imagined. 

But why do they go? 

Economic stress? Restlessness? Osmosis to pre- 
vious emigrants? Adventure? Many causes have been 
advanced. 

Has the problem been pinpointed here in Ireland? 
Yes! 

Most Reverend Dr. Fulton Sheen came to Ireland 
some years ago and visited Croghan (the village 
from which his grandparents hailed). As the distin- 
guished visitor stood up to speak, most of his hearers 
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Ireland today... and its Problems 


expected the usual honey and cream address, 





They were surprised to hear His Lordship begin 
as follows: “I have been shocked and saddened to 
learn that not a single marriage has taken place her 
for the past year...” 

Most Reverend Dr. Cornelius Lucey, Bishop of 
Cork, the western part of whose diocese has been 
gravely struck by the evil of mass emigration, never 
tires of stressing the importance of the preservation 
of the native stock. “The balance of people is more 
important than the balance of payments,” His Lord. 
ship cries. 

Very Reverend Dr. John A. O’Brien, of Notre 
Dame University, author or editor of a score of 
valuable books on Catholic subjects, invited a roster 
of Irish and Irish-American writers, both clerical and 
lay, to speak frankly on the subject. 


The resultant volume, “The Vanishing Irish,” was 


a pitcher full of ice-cold water in the face for the 








advocates of the policy of laissez faire. Serialized- 
in leading Irish newspapers, “The Irish Times” and 
“The book 


national attention. 


In April, 1958, “The Furrow,” the vital monthly 


Sunday Independent’—this attracted | 


review edited by The Very Reverend Dr. J. 6. 
McGarry, in St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth, County 
Kildare, devoted a single issue to The Church and 
Emigration. So great was the demand for the issue 
that it had to be reprinted. 

In Ireland the standard of living has been raised 
Rural Electrification is almost complete. Rural Or- 
ganizations such as Muintir na Tire, Macra na 
Feirme, and Irish Countrywomen’s Association en- 
deavour to rally the countryfolk. 

The Government has established an Emigration 
Commission. And this Commission has presented its 
report. Our Dail, or Parliament, moves on deviously 
to argue the virtues of Proportional Representation 
as contrasted with those of the Straight Vote. 

Meanwhile our young people listen to the talk 


of elders, shrug their shoulders and ask one another: 


“What's here for us?” Then they move silently > 
from our shores. 

A dismal jeremiad this? Perhaps! 

Perhaps also the wheel has turned to its lowest 
point: it may be that our nation which has struggled 
so long to achieve religious and national freedom 
will soon indicate a new resilience. And, given fresh 


vital leadership, will swing upwards again. 


— 


In God’s name, let us hope so! 
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TIreland’s Gift to the World 
by FRA. PATRICK HUNT, S.A. 


ONSIGNOR, we will follow you wherever 
you go. We are proud to live in this age 
of persecution, and there can be no com- 
promise.” 

This note was written by members of the Legion 
of Mary in their own blood and sent to the Bishop 
of Shanghai, China. All over the city arrests were 
being made, priests had been murdered, missionaries 
arrested, the Legion condemned as reactionary and 
all its members required to register with the police. 
But the Catholics in this city were not afraid; instead 
of requiem Masses for the dead, Masses were being 
said in red vestments—the color of the martyrs. 

The story of the Legion of Mary in China is a 
very beautiful one which takes us from Dublin to 
Africa and then to China. For the most part it is 
the story of a young Irish girl, Edel Quinn, whose 
cause for canonization has been introduced; and an 
Irish missionary, Father Aidan McGrath. In their 
lives we may see the soul of Ireland today. 

The Legion began in Dublin, Ireland, in 1921, 
the same year that the Communist party of China 
was founded. Its members were persons whose jobs 
during the day left only a few hours in the evening 
for works of Christian charity. They began by 
visiting the sick, not as benefactors but as friends, 
and from there it has spread to every aspect of 
Christian life. Twelve years after its beginning, the 
Legion had spread to Scotland, England, India, the 
United States, the West Indies, Australia, and New 
Zealand. Everywhere it proved its worth and was 
praised by bishops, priests, and laity. 


N 1925 a vivacious eighteen-year-old girl, Edel 
en, joined the Legion in Dublin. Some time 
later she was found to have tuberculosis and was 
sent to a sanatorium for a rest-cure. When over a 
year of rest brought no improvement she left the 
sanatorium and took a job as a secretary. Once 
more she went back to her Legion activities during 
her off hours. She spent her two-week vacation 
organizing the Legion in Wales. When she returned 
home they realized that it was her Legion work 
more than anything else which gave her strength. 
An appeal was made for a Legion organizer to work 
in East Africa and Edel volunteered. There was 
much opposition to the idea of her going, both 
because of her health and the attitude that it was 
work that only a man could handle. But Edel won 


out and was made the Legion’s Special Envoy to 
East Africa. 

Thus in October of 1936, twenty-nine-year-old 
Edel Quinn landed at Zanzibar to begin her remark- 
able missionary life. She had only eight years more 
to live, though that was known only to God, and yet 
it does not seem possible that this frail woman could 
have done so much in that short period of time. Up 
and down the territory, wherever she went, she 
established the Legion of Mary. In 1940 she went 
to the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean, 
established the Legion there, and returned to Africa. 

Once more she was stricken with tuberculosis, 
and when six months’ rest failed to have any effect 
she returned to Nairobi to die where she had first 
planted the Legion. On May 12, 1944, her soul 
passed to its reward and the missionaries buried 
this next to the lion-hearted 
apostle, Bishop Shanahan. 


apostolic woman 


ER work in Africa had convinced Archbishop 

Riberi of the apostolic value of the Legion. 
Years later when he was made Papal Internuncio to 
China and the Red Army was driving south he 
realized that the hope of the Church in China was 
in the Legion of Mary. He called upon Father Aidan 
McGrath, an Irish Columban missionary who had 
organized a Legion unit before the war, to set up 
the Legion throughout China. 

Father McGrath began in Shanghai and worked 
south, keeping one jump ahead of the Red onrush. 
On many occasions he had to flee out of one sector 
just as the Communists entered it, and then begin all 
over again in the next sector. Thus in one year he 
was able to establish the Legion in ninety dioceses 
with a total of one thousand units or praesidia as 
they are called. 

When the Communists took over they sought to 
use the Legion as the backbone of a national church 
independent of Rome, but the Legion remained true 
to the Faith. The organization was condemned as 
reactionary and its leaders in China and Ireland 
were attacked as American spies and imperialist 
warmongers. Next to the praise of the Holy Father 
this is without doubt the best testimonial the Legion 
has ever received. The Legion’s strength is a tribute 
to the missionary zeal of its members—not the least 
of whom was Edel Quinn, the Irish girl who helped 
to introduce it to the world. T 
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PRAYER... His Lifelong Strength 


HOW IT STARTS 


When Richard entered seminary to 
take his first feeble steps to the Priesthood, he was fresh 
out of Catholic grade school from the Bronx. With thirteen 
years of preparation before him, we began slowly to guide 
his steps to his life’s goal. Children creep before they walk 
and walk they run. So with Richard. Because his 
goal is Priesthood, and because the Priesthood is 
a life of prayer, we set about with patience to 
teach Richard how to pray. 


voung our minor 


before 
the 
essentially 


PRAYER OR PRAYERS 


Many people say pravers but Some never 
difference. Richard some day, 
please God, Richard will be a Graymoor Priest. As such, 
prayer will be his chief business in life. To help Richard 
learn how to pray, we have at our high school a Spiritual 
Director. A Friar-Priest, specially trained in spiritual knowl- 
edge, his job is to develop Richard’s life of prayer. 


never pray. 


learn the must, because 


BEFORE HE ENTERED 


the that preceded his graduation from 
the eighth grade, Richard was accustomed, like most Cath- 
olic youth, to attend Mass frequently, say his daily prayers, 
make an occasional visit to the Blessed Sacrament, go to 
school, engage in sports and do some work round the 
house. But, somehow, even youthful Richard sensed that 
everything was disconnected. There was no golden thread 
tving together like a prayer all that he did for Christ. 


During years 


“FOR YOU, JESUS!” 


But Richard learns quickly. True prayer and the facility 
of doing all for God is quite impossible unless he really 
knows and loves Christ. Slowly, patiently, the Spiritual 
Director begins to reveal Jesus to young Richard. Gradually, 
Richard finds himself actually thinking more easily and 
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First Steps (ge 


the san 
more frequently about Jesus during the day and sao wi 
before he eats, studies or plays: “For You, Jesus.”...Bi ular tir 
is Richard's first big step to being a holy priest. He@ ich an 
learn this when he’s young. Has any parent the righf yiocthoo 
deny him this? Later may be too late! ge in hi 

studies, h 


WHY THE LONG, HARD STUDIES 


For obvious reasons, Richard must study. But not ®AlLANCED 
long or too hard to scare anyone. Actually his hours 











time of classes are like any other high school. What Ri 4 ae 
is studying for makes the difference. Years from no didn’t, 
young Richard perseveres to Ordination, he will be ¢ ng Rich: 
upon to make priestly decisions that will change the wi aw 
course of peoples lives, for time and eternity. No wo, of oute 
he must study! er. Ther 
SIGN OF A VOCATION LURE FOR 
God doesn’t contradict Himself. He wouldn't bles ie 
boy with a true vocation to be a priest and then deny ae 
blems. At 

is a COl 

radually 
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STUDY... The Big Test 


the “brains” to pass the required subjects. Now would 
So, when a boy says he has a priestly vocation butt 
the necessary mental ability, no matter how hard he sti 
we know that the boy only thinks he has a vocation, 
why we always demand a transcript of a boy’s grade 
or high school marks even before we consider accéf 
him into our minor seminary. Marks are a real test 
REATION 

IT’S HARD TO STUDY ai 
The fact 
Here's a thought, though, to encourage a boy who “@} develo 
to be a Graymoor priest but thinks his school marks alton they 
low to be accepted. In some cases, school marks and tinst the 
cards are not always the best indication of a boy's m4 business 
ability. How can a normal boy really study in the 
room with a blaring TV or noisy brothers and sisters? 


nt too 
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the same boy in the quiet atmosphere of a minor 
inary, where everyone else is studying, because at that 
icular time there’s nothing else to do but study; give 
such an inspiring and thrilling thing to study for as 
priesthood and, if he has normal intelligence, watch the 


ge in his marks. Look at Richard for example. When 
studies, he studies 

BALANCED LIFE 

{ normal teen age boy needs plenty of recreation. 
bor seminarians are normal, so they get plenty of it. If 


didn’t, it would be a case ot “all study and no play 
ing Richard a dull boy.” When school ends at 3:00 P.M 
Basketball o1 other 
same in the evening after 


r they dash to the gvm for 
The 
They 


some 
of outdoor recreation 


er. Then it’s indoor need this. It's good for them 


CURE FOR HOMESICKNESS 


Anyone who has worked with youth knows that what a 
with the key to 
blems. An idle mind is the devil’s workshop. Homesick- 


does his free time is most of his 


isa common problem when boys first leave home but 
radually wears off if they are kept busy. That’s one big 
As a result, many young sem- 
And, at 
time, they re tired enough for immediate sleep. By 
way, Lights Out and a Blessed Good Night by 9:30 P.M. 


bon for lots of recreation 
jans say “we're just too busy to miss home.” 





PLAY... Part of His Day 


REATION, NOT JUST SPORTS 


The faculty of a minor seminary is concerned with the 
| development of their high school students. For this 
bon they stress recreation more than just sports. This is 
inst the spirit of the world which has turned sports into 
business rather than relaxing recreation. At the “Sem,” 
B't too important who wins so long as everyone enjoys 








WORK ... He does this too! 


the exercise, blows off “steam,” and returns to study period 
with minds clear for “homework.” 


THE END RESULT 


Always with the Priesthood in mind, Richard is taught 
that if he puts his best into studies, his best into sports, his 
one day he will 
put his very best, by habit, into his Priesthood. Learning 


best into all he does, “For You, Jesus,” 


how to lose or win in competition helps to develop youthful 
For Richard, 


It is a means to an end: 


character, which is the foundation for 


itself 


grace. 
recreation is not an end in 
a better Priest 


THOSE STEPS TO THE PRIESTHOOD 


Please God, when Richard is ordained a 
Priest, how he offers Holy Mass, how he hears confessions, 
how he anoints the dying, what he preaches and teaches 
all this depends on the grace of God plus the way his first 
steps are directed in the minor seminary. God loves a boy 
who really does his best to take those first steps. But the 
boy who has all the qualifications and never even tries? 
Or, the parents who hinder those first steps? 


Graymoor 


READ YET DON’T READ | 


Christ once said: “You have eyes to see yet you see 
not.” It’s sad that so many boys read Christ's invitation to 
be a priest but don’t really read it. Their eyes are rather 
on the bright lights of the world that quickly fade. Having 
read this, what will you do? 


WHAT TO DO ’ 


This year, study like Richard—real hard. Drop us a note 
when your marks are up in the 80’s. You'll be ready for 
September entrance if there is no obstacle in the way. This 
will be your... first step to the Priesthood. 
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It felt good to be 
taking care of 
someone young and 
feminine again, 
Mike thought, 

as they started 


on their way 
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ITH a weary sigh, Maura put away the 

ironing board and thought, “Now, all I 

have to do is put the drops in Jamie's 

eye and go to bed.” It had been one of 
those days when everything seemed to go wrong 
and all she wanted to do now was sleep. 

She went upstairs and opened the bedroom door 
quietly. Once this had been the room she shared 
with her husband Larry, but after he was killed 
in an automobile accident nearly two years ago, 
Maura’s mother moved in to help take care of the 
children while Maura went to work. 

Last week little Jamie fell off his bike and hurt 
his eye so Maura had been sleeping on a cot while 
her mother and Jamie slept in the bed. The doctor 
said he would be all right in another week or two 
but for now he had to lie quietly and have special 
drops put in his eye every four hours. 

Maura reached into the top dresser drawer to 
get the medicines and her heart skipped a beat when 
she couldn't find them. She and her mother always 
kept them there so that the other children couldn't 
reach them. Where could they be? Maybe Mom put 
them someplace else. She shook her mother gently 
and asked. 

Still half asleep, Mom answered, “Turn on the 
night light dear, they must be there someplace. 
I put the drops in Jamie’s eye around seven o'clock 
and I remember putting them back in the drawer.” 


NxIOUSLY, Maura turned on the light and care- 

fully looked through the bureau drawer but found 
no trace of the bottles. “Where were the other 
children after you put the medicine away,” she 
whispered softly. 

“Well, Mark and Kathy were in the bathtub while 
I was getting the baby ready for bed, but I’m sure 
they didn’t touch them because I could hear them 
playing the whole time I was in the other room.” 

Maura hurried into the bathroom and sure enough, 
there on the tray over the tub, along with all their 
other tub toys, were the two medicine bottles— 


VU _ re Y . T ws 


went 


empty. They were empty when Jamie needed the 
Cortisone and whatever those other milky white 
drops were. 

Kathy or Mark must have taken them while Mom 
was putting Jenny to sleep and played with them in 
the tub. Then a horrible thought struck Maura. The 
labels were clearly marked, “For External Use Only.” 
Suppose they had swallowed some. 

She ran into their room, turned on the small 
bureau light and softly shook Kathy till she woke 
up. “Kathy dear, were you playing with Jamie’s 
medicine bottles?” The little girl sat up, rubbed her 
eyes and replied, “Yes, Mommy, Jamie said he didn’t 
like getting the drops in his eye so I thought that as 
long as he didn’t want them I could play with them.” 

“Six-year-old logic,” thought Maura. Now came 
the important question. “But did you or Mark put 
any of the drops in your mouth Kathy dear?” 

“Oh no, Mommy, I threw them all down the sink 
first and just played with the bottles. Can I please 
go to sleep now, Mommy?” “Of course, darling. Good 
night, sweet,” she said as she kissed the innocent face 
and tucked her in. 


s she turned to go out, Maura looked at the 
LA. Crucifix by the door and thanked God that the 
children hadn't swallowed any of the drops. “Please, 
dear God, help me to get the drops for Jamie as 
quickly as possible,” she added. 

She picked up the hall phone and called the Eye 
Clinic in Manhattan where Jamie had been treated. 
Maybe they could help her get the same medicine 
from one of the drug stores here in Woodside. 

When Maura explained the situation to the clerk 
on duty in the Clinic Office, he casually said that he 
couldn't help her since the Clinic was closed and 
wouldn't open till nine the next morning. She'd have 
to call back then. 

Quickly she replied that it was impossible to 
wait that long. Her son was only three and a half 
years old and needed the drops very badly—the 
doctor had said it was (Cont. on page 24) 
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million Catholics before the present persecution 











Although Catholics in Czechoslovakia suffer 

i 

severely for their devotion, they still stand ¢ 
strong and united 





Archbishop Joseph Beran speaking to his people before 
his house arrest by the Communists. His hidden presence 
even now keeps the faithful loyal and devoted 


by J. J. HANLIN 


Prague, the Czech city on the Danube, had Christian 


kings as early as 900. The diocese had over three 





him a 
appal 
Word 
said | 
might 

N 


muni: 





it has 
Tito 
disruy 
not o 
in C; 
least, 
in Pr; 
H 
and « 
can 9g 
out t 
little 
are n 
but j 
man 
me h 


some 


A 
M. 
Greel 
espec 
wom 
tail | 
spoke 
Polis] 
appe 
there 


ji 


LIN 





REROM PRAGUE 


‘hristian 
or three 


on 





in Search of 


Archbishop Beran 


HE best kept secret today in Czechoslovakia 
is the whereabouts of Msgr. Joseph Beran, 
the Archbishop of Prague and Metropolitan of 
Bohemia. The government continues to move 
him around constantly, but the Catholic underground 
apparently finds him each time, given enough time. 
Word now is that he is ailing again. The diplomats 
said that if Catholics all knew where he was they 
might flock to the area in hundreds of thousands. 
No one, I think, will ever prove that Com- 
munism can work in Yugoslavia or Poland provided 
it has the proper financial backing of the Marshal 
Tito Plan. Russia has given us some of its most 
disrupted areas to work with. But it would require 
not only money, but the elimination of Communism 
in Czechoslovakia in order to rescue this state, at 
least, from bureaucratic strangulation. Yet life today 
in Prague is not bad at all for a Communist land. 
However, because the people are sufficiently fed 
and decently clothed, the Communists figure they 
can get along on a lot less freedom than is rationed 
out to the Poles. Czechoslovakia is one of the tightest 
little police states in the world. The secret policemen 
are not very secret at all. They do not follow vou, 
but just go right along with you. My secret police- 
man and I became such good friends that he gave 
me his name and address and asked me to send him 
some American magazines. Technical, of course. 


AWANY other foreigners seemed even friendlier 
M with their secret policemen. Seemingly wealthy 
Greeks, Frenchmen, Germans and Englishmen were 
especially favored by being provided with beautiful 
women spies dressed well enough to visit the cock- 
tail lounges of the George V in Paris. These girls 
spoke perfect English, French, German, Russian 
Polish . . . you name it, they spoke it. And they 
appeared beautiful enough to bring what little traffic 
there is in Prague to a complete standstill. 

Just where they buy their clothes is beyond me. 


Mrs. Alfred K. Stern, who with her husband is unde1 
indictment for espionage in New York, appeared 
“Doddie” next to these girls who are coming and 
going amid the general activity of the Hotel Espla- 
nade, Mrs. Stern has acquired a Czech wardrobe, it 
seems, or perhaps she wears the latest things from 
Moscow. Her husband, however, was immaculate], 
dressed and speaks in a politely modulated tone just 
low enough to go unheard at the next table. 

I know this because I dined with a diplomatic 
family at the next table. The Sterns live in the 
Esplanade, one of the two really first class hotels 
in Prague. There is something in Stern’s face, in his 
expression, which he turns your way ...a suggestion 
of mockery and almost of humor, In a way, he seems 
to almost enjoy his role as a capitalistic renegade. | 
had hoped to interview him on his uninhibited chal 
lenge to our way of life, but the police booted me 


out of the country the following morning. 


HE diplomats seem to enjoy life in Prague in spite 
Tor the secret policemen. At night, in the lounging 
rooms of the old Esplanade, they sit together drink- 
ing real Pilsener beer which costs practically nothing. 
“You have to admit living in this hotel is convenient,” 
one of them told me. And then he went on to recount 
the old story about the towels. It is assumed that 
every room is wired for when a man and his wife 
enter their room at night and find no towels, all the 
man has to do is vell out, “Why can’t these stupid 
Commies make towels!” Soon, there will be a discreet 
knock on the door and a maid will arrive with towels. 

“You know.” one of them said, “Americans can’t 
believe in stories like that. When I go back home on 
leave and tell them about secret police, thev really 
think I’m making it up. They don't believe that you 
can say to your wife, ‘I wish they'd turn the heat 
up,’ and soon your room is hot. They think it’s 
fiction that this only happens in spv_ stories 
about Moscow and Sofia.” 


One wife complained that (Cont. on page 26) 
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Anxiety Help before 
PIs psychiatry against religion? For a long time, particularly as spearheaded 
by Freudian psychoanalysis, it seemed that it was. Catholic psychiatrists, gath= Ite 
ering for their tenth national meeting at Catholic University in Washington, pithy 
D.C., recently answered the question with a resounding "NO!" Taking as their theme, henge 
"The Catholic Psychiatrist and His Church," the doctors frankly discussed all aa tee 
phases of the relationship between psychiatry and religion in open forums with hon 
priests, religious, and laymen. In the words of Cardinal Cushing of Boston who olit: 
spoke on the topic, "A Member of the Hierarchy Looks at Psychiatry," the Catholic P 
psychiatrists concluded: "Psychiatry and religion must join forces in helping 
mankind in what is so frequently called our current age of anxiety." Hee 
- PA sti 
A Great Council predis 
PWhen Pope John XXIII was elected, many predicted that he would be known as an an 
"interim Pope." He will, they said, quietly take care of his duties with dignity 
and deliberation as befits a 77-year-old Pontiff. His reign will be short and other: 
uneventful. 
Moving, however, with incredible speed and boldness, the Pope has astounded 
the world with his recent announcement of a General Council to be held for the Col 
reunion of Christendom. Behind the move is the Pope's background of diplomatic PAbou 
work, particularly in the Middle East where he met many Eastern Orthodox, . 
favorable replies to his Christmas message urging religious unity, and the influ- ha 
ence of the Chair of Unity Octave whose object is the unity of all men within ty 
the Catholic Church. It was on the last day of the Octave, January 25, that the oe 
Pope seized the opportunity to make his announcement. 
unive1 
Cuba's Future ae 
POf a stage comedy it can be (and has been) said that "all's well that ends well." 40 ste 
Not always is this true of real life drama. But as Americans hopefully watch the every 
early stages of the new Cuban regime brought about by Castro's defeat of Battista, Catho! 
they wish that all ends well with a just political order established in Cuba. bring: 
One of the reasons for hope rests in the zeal of the ACU or Catholic 
University Association of Havana. Composed of interested Catholic Students and I : 
graduates at the University of Havana, the organization trains men who are dedi- n 
cated to Catholic Action in everyday life. Many of these are rendering community >For | 
service as doctors, lawyers, professors, and the like. As the new government abatec 
meets the multitudinous problems which face it, the ACU will be able to help with Many | 
informed and apostolic men. proces 
is an 
Cannot...Go Free 
PWe are acquainted with the Greek Orthodox Church's fight for freedom (at least Pex 
for Greeks) in Cyprus. It was therefore upsetting to learn that in Athens the PIn a 
Greek government has just refused to let the Byzantine Catholics complete a badly these 
needed church in Athens, even though the work of building was well under way. last 
The Orthodox Archbishop Theoclitos stopped the building by sending a letter one ct 
to the Prime Minister urging him to bring the work to a halt "because we cannot the i} 
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tolerate that all sort of Roman Catholics go frree and uncontrolled in the capital 
of Greek Christendom." This way of acting is hard to square with the Greek 
constitution which guarantees freedom of worship. 


The Significance 


pHoly Week is a time in which the work of Christ in the “making holy" of men is 
especially emphasized by the Church. Actively participate in the ceremonies of 
Holy Week. Prepare for each day by a thoughtful reading of the day's liturgy 
before going to church. 


Italian Politics 


pWhy isn't the West worried about the political crisis in Italy following Fanfani's 
demise as Premier? One answer is that the Communists in Italy have weakened and 

no longer carry the threat they once did. Second, Italy is, generally speaking, 
doing quite well economically. Italy's various parties will have to work out the 
political problem as did France, though probably not in the same manner. 


Heart Report 


PA statement issued by an outstanding group of U.S. specialists gave as factors 
predisposing to possible heart troubles the following: 1) heredity, 2) overweight, 
3) high blood pressure, 4) a high level of cholesterol in the blood, and 5) excessive 
cigarette smoking. 

About heredity, as about the weather, little can be done. But about the 
others, there's a way. 


College Campus 


PAbout one-fourth of the 400,000 Catholic students in non-Catholic and secular 
universities are members of Newman Clubs. These 100,000 are united in a national 
federation of which the activities are geared to increase faith as well as 
knowledge. At the last federation meeting, a new five-month training period for 
incoming Newman Club presidents was proposed to make the work even more effective. 

About 290,000 students are enrolled in the 265 Catholic colleges and 
universities in the U.S. Of these, 4l are men's colleges, 18 are co-educational 
colleges, 13 are men's universities, 22 are co-educational institutions, 57 are 
junior colleges. Moreover, there are 114 four-year colleges for women. Located in 
40 states and the District of Columbia, they leave the prospective student almost 
every variety of geographical and scholastic choice. And in every one of these 
Catholic institutions, the Catholic faith and culture arising from the faith 
brings to the campus a warm and distinctive character. 


In Virginia 

>For the present the crisis that followed Virginia's "massive resistance" plan has 
abated. Governor Almond has declared that the battle against integration is over. 
Many painful difficulties will have to be overcome as the task of integration 
proceeds, but this step which follows both the Virginia and U.S. Constitutions 

is an act of good will and cannot but have positive results. 


Perhaps Years 


>In answer to several questions from readers about the announced Council, we offer 
these replies: There have beeh 20 general councils in the Church's history; the 
last one was at the Vatican in 1869-70; it may be 1960 or 1961 before the next 
one convenes; besides the problems of separated churches the council will face 

the ills of society which underly secularism and communism. 
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IG men don't cry, do they Daddy?” my five 

year old asked me recently. “They sure do,” 

I said. “In fact, only big men cry.” He laughed 

and went on to something else. But I meant 
it. Today in our increasingly conformist society it 
would take a big man indeed to act so far from 
the anemic norm as to weep, either with joy or 
sorrow. Or to laugh. When was the last time vou 
heard anyone really roar with laughter? No. This 
is the era of subdued sorrow, polite laughter. 

It is also an era where people are so afraid to 
simply be themselves that, after a while, they forget 
what it means to be natural. Everything is turning 
conservative from the trend toward blandness in 
food and drink to the worse, and more insidious 
blandness in living. You don’t see robust or hearty 
people anymore. You don’t run into many charac- 
ters. And you don’t meet many rugged individual 
ists. 

It runs through everything. Clothes are becom- 
ing less and less the mark of a man (or woman) 
but more the mark of a class. Taste is becoming 
rigidly prescribed in music, in books, in the arts. 
Strong opinions strongly stated are becoming a rar- 
ity. There is a tremendous fear of “offending.” You 
almost never hear a good old fashioned argument 
anymore. It is the age of tempered thought; com- 
promise positions and nervewracking tolerance for 
everything. Nobody gets angry about anything. 
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... Our tendency towar 


It shows up in odd ways. Kids just out of 
college freely admit that they seek, not the adven- 
ture, not the challenge, not the bit in their teeth 
that was traditionally considered the mark of the 
very young, but rather “security.” It shows in the 
monotonous style of homes being built across the 
country. In the fear of being “different.” 

It is very apparent in style. The popularity of 
the small, discreet car; the return to Victorian in 
home furnishings: the Edwardian cut to men’s 
clothes; the muted colors; the general aping of a 
British tvpe aloofness and reserve. This may all be 
the mark of civilization but it is also the mark of 
crashing dullness and ineffectualitv. 

It shows up most markedly in our national at- 
titude toward religion. With the great post-war em- 
phasis on tolerance the pendulum has swung so far 
as to be patently ridiculous. Today people are not 
only tolerant about each other’s religious beliefs, they 
are entirely self-effacing about their own. It is almost 
as if there is a vearning to pretend we are all men- 
bers of some mild, Sunday-only, One-Church. 

Proof that this embarrassment in meeting any 
profession of faith head on exists may be seen in 
the gradual disappearance of Christmas as a religious 
holiday, observed with reverence. Because it of- 
fended groups who did not believe in Christmas, in 
city after city, in school after public school, it was 
permitted to die. Or joined with the Jewish Chanv- 
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kah as some sort of mutual holiday celebration in 
which Jingle Bells was considered the only non-of- 
fensive carol permissible. 

Time was when discussions of religion or politics 
were considered discourteous and dangerous in view 
of the strong positions taken and the heated argu- 
ments which developed. Today there is no need for 
such concern. People do not seem to feel strongly 
enough about either subject to argue. They fall all 
over one another in a desperate effort to prove how 
truly liberal, worldly, understanding and _ tolerant 
they are. A reading of the newspaper headlines 
would give the impression that the only real vigor 
extant is among the professional intolerants. 

And, just as no one is strong on any subject 
anymore, sO everyone is weak on many. Weak and 
forgiving. Thus the courts no longer mete out strong 
punishment to the criminal, young or old. This is 
the era of understanding which means that the poor 
fellow who shot his mother was not responsible and 
should be understood after so many years of putting 
up with her misunderstanding. And the young punk 
who hits people over the head in the street is to be 
pitied and treated with kindness as he is only the 
victim of sociological maladjustment brought out by 
his sub-standard environment. None is considered 
evil—just misunderstood. 

There are no great enthusiasms—and no great 
depressions. Millions upon millions of pills are con- 





sumed daily to give everyone a nice, polite, tranquil 
view on everything. And, because this blandness is 
not sufficiently taxing, millions upon millions of 
sleeping pills put these same people into a dream 
less, untroubled sleep. Even if tears or laughter were 
not frowned upon by this society it is difficult to 
see how such strong emotions could be generated 
through the diffusion, unless science were to develop 
another set of pills for them. 

How is this occurring in America, home of the 
individual, built by men of fierce ambition, stubborn 
vision, inconquerable spirit? Is it the result of the 
stamp of contformism placed upon the 13 million men 
who passed through that model of conformity, the 
Armed Forces? Or is it something which has grown 
up apart from that experience yet among the very 
generation which experienced a terrible world war? 

Some blame the large corporation which, more 
and more, set a rigid mold in the type, background, 
personality and every other facet of the individuals 
they hire, including where he should live and how, 
and even covering in the type of girl he should 
marry. Ironically, that mold is the very antithesis of 
the type of men who founded those same corpora- 
tions. 

Some say the influence of advertising, stronger 
in our lives than ever before due to television, is 
stamping us into this form. Some say its constant 


picture, repeated in billions (Cont. on page 24 
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NCE upon a time, a motion picture critic— 
no one knows just who—picked out what he 
gleefully called his Ten Best Films of the 
Year. Since that doleful day, most of his 
brother “celluloid commentators” have gone then and 
done likewise. Many critics don’t; more and more 
won't. “Why take Ten?” they ask. “Why not the 
‘Nine Nicest’ or ‘Eleven Exceptionals’?” The problem 
also arises: “What about foreign films? Should they 
be separated or tossed together?” And others ask: 
“Why not separate categories for Best Western, Best 
Comedy etc.?” But critics will always vary in their 
estimation of the best films, which ones they are, 
and what makes them so. 

Yet all will agree that recent times have been 
an exciting period for the motion picture. Ignoring 
the economics of the industry (things aren’t good) 
and the apathy of its audience (both shifting and 
maturing ), let’s look over some of the best films of 
recent vintage, and, more important, let’s look be- 
hind them, recognizing trends and what they may 
indicate. 

The big blockbusters, such as Around the World 
in 80 Days, Bridge on the River Kwai and The Ten 
Commandments are making money like never be- 
fore. The creator of the last-mentioned film, the 
late Cecil B. DeMille, explained in an interview: 
“The day of the little picture is over. There will be 
the usual second feature, but only for ‘fillers’... 
and for awhile. The ‘big’ picture is the thing today.” 

As if in affirmation of his statement, the show 
business trade paper Variety's list of All-Time Box- 
office Champs reveals that, of the Ten Top Grossers 
at the ticket windows, six were filmed after the 
coming of the wide screen in 1952! 

While films are getting bigger, the question 
naturally arises. “will size be matched by quality?” 
In other words, while they're bigger, are they better? 


N these Top Ten moneymakers of all time—notice 
| we're not saying best-films-ever-made, but only most 
successful financially—seven out of ten were rated 
morally unobjectionable by the Legion of Decency. 
Those concerned with moral effects of films, as well 
as artistic quality and entertainment values, would 
do well to notice Hollywood’s record on this. In 
the last decade no major studio has had one of its 
films condemned. This is a tribute both to the vigi- 
lance and efforts of the Legion of Decency and the 
cooperation of Hollywood producers. The film Baby 
Doll, made by an independent producer and released 
by a major studio, cannot strictly be considered a 
Hollywood product. Nor can the recently condemned 
A Question of Adultery, a British film of which the 
Legion states: “The emotional arguments of the film 
are directed toward justifying this practice [artificial 
insemination ] both morally and legally”. The reason 
given is that “In a 1956 allocation to the Second 
World Congress on Fertility and Sterility, the late 
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Before execution in 
Son Quentin, Barbara 
Graham (Susan 
Hayward) receives 
Sacraments of 

the Church 

in | WANT TO LIVE 


It's Audrey Hepburn 
as the missionary 
sister in the forth- 

coming version of THE 

NUN’S STORY 


Her only English 
companion killed, 
Gladys Aylward (Ingrid 
Bergman) is left alone 
in @ strange country in 
INN OF THE SIXTH 
HAPPINESS 


Lifeboats hold 
only a few of 
Titanic’s victims 
in A NIGHT TO 
REMEMBER 













by JOHN E. FITZGERALD 


Pius XII taught that ‘artificial insemination violates 
the natural law and is illicit and immoral.’ ” 

In trying to give what television couldn't, ‘the 
motion picture industry has emphasized Adult enter- 
tainment, not only in dramas, but in all types of 
film fare. In general the film makers have shown a 
maturity in taste and a responsibility in their treat- 
ment of subject matter and themes usually con- 
sidered unfit for celluloidization. According to the 
most recent report of the Legion of Decency, there 
has been a decrease in the number of “B” or Morally 
Objectionable in Part films; and only three (all 
foreign) films were condemned during the last an- 
nual period. 

But let’s consider some of the films that had 
quality as well as cleanliness—the meat that was 
not merely inspected and certified pure, but which 
was well cooked and well served. 


rpvHERE are the usual types of films: musicals, 

comedies, dramas, westerns, religious, etc. But more 
and more these have become divided into Family 
and Adult classifications. It seems that Walt Disney, 
whose Old Yeller and White Wilderness were rec- 
ognized and honored by the Thomas Alva Edison 
Foundation’s National Mass Media Awards (Best 
Children’s Film and Best Science Film for Youth, 
respectively ), is the only movie maker concentrating 
entirely on turning out family films. In concentrating 
on adult entertainment, which is good in itself, 
studios are neglecting the family audience. 

In regard to musicals, the Pat Boone starrer 
Mardi Gras and the multi-starred (though the stars 
were small ones) Senior Prom were about all the 
fare available to adolescents. However, the Rodgers 
& Hammerstein play South Pacific, with Mitzi Gay- 
nor and Rossano Brazzi drew in adult crowds. Also 
hitting a home run in big-league musicals was the 
Broadway comedy of a baseball fan who was willing 
to sell his soul to the devil in order to get his team 
to the top. Damn Yankees starred Gwen Verdon, 
Tab Hunter and Ray Walston, the latter actor having 
the distinction of being in both of the year’s “biggies” 
in this class. 

There is little family comedy around, but that 
slanted to the older viewer is excellent, and never 
less than delightful. Rosalind Russell, in luxurious 
wardrobe and many shades of hair, stars as the 
sophisticated, gesticulating, cigarette-holder-wield- 
ing Auntie Mame. 

Adding to his great collection of characterizations, 
and increasing his reputation by doing the screen- 
play as well, Sir Alec Guinness made practically 
every list of fine films for the multi-level comedy, 
The Horse’s Mouth. Bell, Book and Candle starred 
James Stewart and Kim (Cont. on page 32) 
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ST. KEVIN’S 
GLEN 


F Glendalough the songs are 
sad songs. And it was remem- 
bered verses about not-too-well- 


known Glendalough that led me, . 


on a pleasant Irish August day, to 
travel from Dublin into Wicklow 
County to visit St. Kevin’s ancient 
home. 

I walked from Stephen’s Green 
(where blasted windows were 
still being repaired after the re- 
cent explosion of an English Lord 
Mayor's statue) to the slick new 
Central Bus Station on Store Street, 
and climbed aboard a big yellow 
bus. We paid our fares, the guide 
tested his microphone, the driver 
booted the petrol pedal, and away 
we went. 

Straightaway the guide was 
pointing out the home of Oscar 
Wilde, the new Abbey theatre— 
“the doors close when the curtain 
goes up”—and the Liffey River 
down which, at low tide, go the 
barges loaded with Guinesses’ best 
brew. Then onward out of Dublin 
via Grand Canal Street and Balls- 
bridge. 

On the right, with a white rail- 
ing, was the home of Irish tenor 
John McCormack. Further on was 
Blackrock, the Holy Ghost Fathers’ 
school, where DeValera and sons 
were educated. Soon the coast ap- 
peared, with the first of the Mar- 
tello Towers built to resist Napo- 
leon. 

- Before long we had to leave the 
coast and cut back through the 
two Sugar Loaf _hills—between 
which lies “the sweetest village in 
all Ireland”—and up the rocky road 
to Dublin. About noon we arrived 
at Glendalough. 

This once famous city now lies 
quietly in a rocky valley with the 
hills of Derrybawn and Lugduff on 
the south and the hills of Brockagh 
and Glenasane on the north. In 
the center of the valley rise the 
top of the Round Tower, the tops 
of stone-roofed churches, and some 
of the larger Celtic crosses. Over 
these ancient churches and crosses 
of the city of the dead, the Round 
Tower seems to stand guard, pre- 
serving the peace and sanctity of 
the spot. 

Now St. Kevin, hermit and pa- 
tron saint of this valley, was born 
about 500 in Dal-Mesincorb. In 
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his search for solitude, he left 
home and went to the “Glen of 
Two Lakes” (Glendalough) situ- 
ated between the two mountains. 
After some years of solitude, he 
founded a great monastery in the 
lower part of the valley. Later on, 
he himself gave the monastery over 
to the charge of others, and_ built 
for himself a little dwelling in the 
mountains, 

Nowadays the visitor, having en- 
tered the ancient gateway, finds 
the Round Tower a suitable cen- 
ter from which to begin his jour- 
ney of the ruins. This tower is 
over 100 feet high, with upper, 
windows facing the four points of 
the compass. Such towers seem to 
be characteristic only of Ireland, 
being used for watch towers, bel- 
fries, and refuge. In the nearby 
church of Our Lady are the re- 
mains, some claim, of St. Kevin’s 
body. South of the ruins of the 
cathedral is a large Celtic cross, 
known as St. Kevin’s Cross. Some 
visitors stand with their back to 
the cross, join their fingers around 
it, and make a wish. Most inter- 
esting of all is the little belfried 
church known as “St. Kevin’s Kitch- 
en.” The saint lived here about 
533. From 1810-1850 it was 
used by Catholics of the area as 
a place of worship. 

Carved into the cliff of Lugduff 
overlooking the Upper Lake is a 
rocky cave known as St. Kevin's 
Bed. Here the saint spent seven 
years in fast and prayer. Here too, 
in this rugged cave, St. Laurence 
O'Toole used to spend Lent. 

Walking from the picturesque 
Upper Lake, which mirrored the 
overhanging cliffs, one could ap- 
preciate the greatness of the place. 
First, there was the rough grandeur 
of mountains. Then, the antiquity 
of the Celtic buildings. Most of all, 
one felt the greatness of the saints 
who once dwelt here. + 
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Necrology 





May thetx 


souls 


| 

| 

ulin heace Nill 
es tn peace ] 


We commend to the prayers of our readers 
the souls of the faithful departed, and 
particularly the deceased subscribers and 
their near relatives whose deaths have 
been reported to us. Thirty Masses will 


be said for them. 


Nedra Urban, Mrs. Timothy Cox, 
Sr., Nicholas Cox, Anne Cassidy, 
Annie Hartel, Anthony Capizzi, 
John Carney, Sylvia T. Zell, Miss 
Angela Mullaly, Anna Hall, James 
J. Wessel, Hilda H. Niedzwiecka, 
Sadie Cassidy, Mary E. Dobson, 
Molly Manning, Bernard Roab, 
Margaret Schenck, Sgt. Joseph Ss 
Mendon, Mrs. H. M. Warwick, 
Ellen Moohan, Kathleen Logan, 
James Carmody, Fred Manning, 
William and Joseph Heines, John 
Conlon, George Shanley, Nellie M. 
Bell, Mary Lapp, Wm. Higgins, 
Mary D. Lynch, Mary Ellen Par- 
sons, Edward F. Fagan, Leah Bar- 
bour, Leta Hogan, Henry J. Nortz, 
Frank Magin, Mrs. Smardo, Law- 
rence Kelleher, May Collier, Frank 
D. Fryatt, Jean Frederick, Irene 
De Cellas, Ingram J. Cobbin, 
Delia Grace, Shirley Miller Far- 
rell, Alice Shannon, Arthur F. 
Ryer, Thomas Casterino, Thomas 
Carr, Paul Gaudier, Agnes V. 
Murphy, Thomas E. Cox, W. F. 
Fennell, Mamie Heiden, Mrs. An- 
drew Cox, Eliz. Henricks, Tim- 
othy Cox, Sr., Thomas E. Cox, 
W. V. Fennell, Minnie Fennell, 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Dyck, James 
Donohue, Mrs. Robert Ferraro, 
Miss Jennie Sullivan, Rollie F. 
Cook, Adeline Gesauldo, Maria 
Crisatulli, Mrs. E. Sutter, Francis 
Reynolds, Catherine — Vainckler, 
William Smith, John Conlon, Mar- 
garet T. Dooley, Alfred Trombly, 
Terence Moohan, John Moohan, 
Mrs. J. A. Wagner, Ronald Mac- 
Donald, Edward Manzel, Mrs. J 
Cahill, Michael Kelly, Raymond 
A. Ruppel, John Woodard, Wil- 
liam Buckley, Rev. Thomas J. 
Toole, Rev. Edward F. Fitzpatrick, 
James McGeough, M. O'Bryan, 
Helen Welling, Miss Clara Wehrle, 
Magdalene Roth, Mr. Smardo, Ida 
Stubbe, Charles A. Maher, Ruth 
Calloy Magee, John Lynch, Mike 
Machuta, Steven Buckley, Nora 
LaBerge, Albert Walsh, Alma Mc- 
Donald, Charles Keenan, George 
Griffin, P. W. Crimmins, Edna 
Keefe, Emmet K. Moore, Ann 
Mitchell, Nicholas Cox, Fr. Alex. 
Hetherington, Katie Martin, E. M. 
Brunelle, Antonio Marino. 
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° 
fy OF THE MONTH A Most Inspiring 
l QUESTION: Does a person who knowingly eats meat on a Friday violate the 
law of the Church if: p di p 
1. he is travelling by plane on which meat is served as the principal part a 10 rog ram 
of the meal; 
2. he is sojourning in a country where a dispensation from the law has 
been granted; * 
| 3. the person, a resident of a diocese where because of a holiday or St. The lives of the 
1 Patrick's Day a dispensation has been granted, is in another diocese where m 
! no dispensation has been granted; saints on the 
4. he is a dinner guest at another's home when meat is served as the main 
pers course? Mr. W.P., New York 
‘<, an 
rs and ANSWER: Your question comes at a good time, Mr. W.P. Fridays, of course, 
s have occur all year round, but a query on abstinence seems to have a special 
es will fitness during Lent, the “official” time of penance. 
Why Do Catholics Abstain From Meat on Fridays? 
Cox, The title above is a question that non-Catholics often puzzle over. 
issidy, “What’s wrong with meat anyway?” they ask. Does the Catholic Church 
a oo a large business interest in the fish industry? What's so special about presented by the 
vi Friday to stay away from meat? 
a We can easily dismiss the first two questions. There’s nothing wrong GRAYMOOR FRIARS 
»bson, with meat, of course. Catholics like to eat meat as well as anybody. But it is for the 
.s yh ange that is more important. The answer to it gives us the whole : 
me idea behind abstinence. ’ 
_ “What’s so special about Friday?” On the Friday which is called “Good,” St. Christopher s Inn 
ining, | Christ offered His life for the salvation of all men. He died out of love for us. 
bay In response to this tremendous sacrifice of Our Lord, the Church asks us to WMCA: New York City Area 
aging make the little sacrifice of giving up the eating of meat. Abstinence, then, 
qs is a token offering of gratitude to the Redeemer. Sundays at 8:30 A.M. 
| Bar- Abstinence is a response to the cross in another way. As followers of 
em __. Who gave His life in reparation for the sins of mankind, Catholics WLNA: Peekskill, N.Y. 
~ abstain from meat on Fridays as penance for actual sin and as a help, 
— through mortification, to a ae aaa rebellious by original sin. Hoh FM 100.7 (20,000 Watts) 
bbin, Mother the Church, with a keen realization of these values involved in Sundays at 3:30 P.M. 
a. 5 abstinence, directs her children to observe it under penalty of mortal sin. 
ae When and When Not to Eat Meat WJMJ: Philadelphia Area 
V. F. All the above shows the mind of the Church on abstinence. It is very Sundays at 2 P.M. 
_ necessary, then, to observe the law carefully. However, because the law of 
saci abstinence is what is called a positive law, that is, a precept which depends ‘ 
a upon the will of the lawgiver, the Church does not intend to bind us to Stations of the Month: 
James the observance of the law when such would produce severe hardship or New Jersey 
rraro, serious difficulty. With this background, Mr. W.P., let us now get to your 
‘fi F. questions. Sundays 
a 1. Travelling in an airplane of itself does not entitle one to eat meat  piliville WMVB 1440 7:30 A.M. 
ckler, on Friday. Moreover, in the face of the significance of the law, one should Stews 
Mar- be ready to suffer some inconvenience in order to observe it. Waiting an Brunswick WCTC 1450 8:30 P.M 
a, hour or so until the plane lands, or eating early, ordinarily does not harm : my 
eg anyone. However, if, because of sickness, weakness, or the great length of the Newton WNNJ 1360 8:30 A.M. 
rs. J. journey, e.g., a non-stop flight of six or eight hours, where no suitable Vineland WWBZ 1360 6:30 P.M. 
mond substitutes are available and when serious hardship would be suffered, one Wildwood WCMC 1230 8:00 P.M. 
- . may surely go ahead and eat meat. ‘ 
trick, 2 and 3. Dispensations, duly granted by a local authority - for 2 | gor other stations across the country 
vo particular place, may be enjoyed when on is in the place for which t ney are ap Deal cavemen tee tue 
; given, but not outside that place. In other words, dispensations for a country ond eden 
i or diocese are territorial and not personal: they do not go with the person. If i 
Mike one leaves the country or diocese, he no longer enjoys the dispensation. ; P 
Nora 4. What to do when a host serves meat on Friday? If one refuses to eat Write and let us know how you enjoy 
| Mc- it, the host may become gravely offended; on the other hand, the law of the these programs. 
Fdos Church is clear. What to do? Well, where there’s a will, there’s a way, the 
pen old saying goes. The best thing to do is to explain simply and without fuss 
Alex. to the host why Catholics do not eat meat on Friday. Any embarrassment on ADDRESS: 
a. M. the part of the host will no doubt give way to edification and admiration for . 
one Tahis knows and practices his religion. In any case, unless the occasion is Ave Maria Hour 
truly extraordinary, it is the duty of a Catholic to courteously but firmly refuse Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. 
to eat the meat. God must come before men. —Fatuer Rocer, S.A. | 
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Imported 
from the Emerald Isle 


Irish Horn Rosaries .........--« $1 


Statues: 12 inches high, 
hand-painted. 


St. Patrick 
St. Brigid 


Brother Oliver 
Gift Shop 


Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. 


Send for gift catalogue. 











Solemn Novena 
to 
Saint Joseph 


March 10-18 


send petitions to: 


St. Joseph’s Novena 


Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. 














GIVE TO 
ST. ANTHONY'S BREAD 
FOR THE POOR 


Help the Graymoor Friars train 
deserving young men for the 


Missionary Priesthood. 


Send donations to: 


ST. ANTHONY’S BREAD 


Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. 














A GREAT NEED 


Used clothing is greatly needed 
for the Homeless Men at St. 


Christopher's Inn. 


Address: 


ST. CHRISTOPHER’S INN 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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The Salt-free, Pepper-less Age 


Continued from page 19 


of exposures, of a mild mannered, 
regimented, odor-less, color-less pro- 
totype is leaving its mark on all of 
us. But why should advertising try 
to mold anyone—it is easier for it to 
sell its products by showing us as 
we want to be, not as we are. Thus 
the ads may well be simply another 
reflection of what is happening in 
this country. 

Perhaps too the deep marks of the 
depression are showing themselves in 
this yearning for security—and the war 
in this yearning to be safe—to find 
some kind of shelter in the group; 
to lose one’s own fears and troubles 
in being an anonymous, uniformed 
member of the group; to not stand 
out from anyone else and everyone 
else. Perhaps after the deep emo- 
tions of depression and war it is a 
refuge to have no emotions. 

Some may say this blandness—a 
form of self induced tranquilizing pill 
—is not necessarily a bad thing. But 
there is little evidence to 
that view. If it were a good thing, 
society as a whole would have some 
extraordinarily worthwhile accom- 
plishments to point to as the result of 
this blandness. But there are no ac- 
complishments—juvenile crime and 
delinquency is at an all time high; 
crimes of violence by the non-crim- 
inal are similarly at an all time high; 
mental illness is reported increasing; 
worker productivity is extremely low; 
job changing and frequent family 
moves, both signs of dissatisfaction, 
are running at an unusually high rate. 

All generations have their trade- 
marks. This depression born, war nur- 
tured generation now, surprisingly in 
view of the way it met those two 
major challenges, seems to have set- 
tled on conformity and apathy as its 
guidon. Perhaps it can be forgiven, 
much as we learned to forgive the 
excesses of the generation which 
gave the 1920's its ill starred repu- 
tation. But what is unforgivable is 
the pressure put on children to bring 
them up in this same confining mold. 

If this generation, in its blandness, 
mildness and conformity has managed 
to snare such an undesirable set of 
results, it is alarming to think of what 
will be produced by a_ generation 
growing up to know nothing but con- 
formity. At least this generation 
showed, in its response to the de- 
pression and the war, its basic metal. 
Somewhere since a national fatigue 
has set in. But how much worse will 
it be to live in a world where the 
adults knew of no such challenge— 
whose every minute of training was 


support 


in weakness, compromise and _ soft. 
ness. 

Whatever dry rot has set in adult 
America it must not be passed along 
to its children. If necessary their 
models should not be the salt-free, 
pepper-less people of today but the 
strong heroes of the past in their na- 
tion, and in their religion. They must 
be taught to be unafraid of being 
vigorous in their enthusiasms, strong 
in their convictions and aggressive in 
striving for a better world. They must 
be taught, as our troops had to be 
re-taught only a few years ago, that 
surrender is morally and socially un- 
acceptable. 

Unfortunately, children learn best 
by example. Thus, perhaps, for its 
children’s sake if no other, this genera- 
tion must shake off the — strange 
lethargy which has gripped it in con- 
nection with its religion, its work, its 
politics, its every experience and emo- 
tion. It may be a jittery world but 
the jitters and the other ills of the 
world, and of the individual, are best 
solved by forceful, positive action, not 
by serene pretense 

Then, again men 
may cry, or laugh without 
feeling that it is so entirely unac 
ceptable, or better, without giving 
a damn whether it is or not. t 


perhaps, once 


roar, or 


Day Everything Went Wrong 
Continued from page 13 

extremely important for him to get 
the drops every four hours and he'd 
be needing them again in less than 
half an hour. 

“Look lady,” he said impatiently, 
“I’m only a clerk here and I wouldn't 
be able to help you anyway. By 
Maura was really upset but 
tried to be calm. “Surely, there must 
be a doctor on duty that could help. 
Don’t vou understand, this is an emer- 
gency.” “Well, okay then, but you'll 
have to come in and bring the bottles 
with you,” he said roughly and hung 
up. 

Maura hurried into the bedroom 
and put on her raincoat since it had 
been raining all day and was coming 
down rather heavily now. At this 
point, Mom got up and said, “Maura, 
whatever are you doing! You can't 
go out at this time of night, why it 
would take nearly an hour to get to 
the Clinic.” 

Maura fought hard not to let her 
emotions get the better of her now. 
She had no desire to go out at this 
time of night. The thought of being 
by herself in the city so late fright- 
ened her. She never went out late 
if she could help it, even near home, 
but the idea of going into the city 
seemed to her like going into a deep, 
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dark jungle. What else could she do 
though! 

There was no one else to go and 
time was of the essence she 


since 
had to be on her way right now. 
With all the control she could mus- 


ter, she calmly said, “I'm sorry, Mom, 
but that’s the only way I can get the 
drops. If Jamie wakes up, tell him 
I'll be right back. Tl go as quickly 
as I can and Tl be very careful.” 

Still unconvinced, Mom said, “But 
vou read about such awful things 
happening to people at this time of 
night in the city and the Clinic isn't 
in the very best neighborhood. Why, 
it's about seven blocks from the near- 
est subway stop. I won't let you go 
Maura.” 

“Now, Mom,” Maura said as she 
put the empty bottles in her purse, 
“Don't worry so. Jamie’s got to have 
the drops if we want him to get 
better. If it weren't so important, | 
wouldn't think of going, but it’s some- 
thing I've just got to do. You go to 
sleep now and before vou know it, 
I'll be back home again.” 

Realizing that there was nothing 
else she could say, Mom saw her to 
the door and went back to bed, not 
to sleep, but to pray that her daughter 
would be all right. 

Once she was out in the rain, wait- 
ing for the bus to take her to the 
subway, Maura didn’t feel quite so 
tired, but she was still nervous. Would 
nothing go right today, she wondered. 
Ever since this morning all kinds of 
things went wrong for her. 

Usually, the mornings were hectic 
enough, but today it seemed as_ if 
the children were actually trying to 
make things harder. It’s this rainy 
weather, no doubt. After all, they've 
had to stay in for more than a week 
now and they've just been restless. 

Even at work, things were difficult. 
She hadn’t been getting much sleep 
what with taking care of Jamie dur- 
ing the night so it was hard to keep 
her mind on her job. She was sure 
her boss had noticed it and was just 
hoping he’d put up with her until 
Jamie was on his own again. 

The bus came and the emptiness 
of it added to her feeling of alone- 
ness on this gloomy night. The trip 
in to the Clinic wouldn’t be too bad, 
but coming home would be since all 
the saloons in that neighborhood 
would be in full swing by then. 

Oh well, God knew that she was 
only going in to help her son and 
He'd be sure to take good care of 
her—even if He’d have to send down 
an extra Guardian Angel or two to 
do it. 

By the time she was on the sub- 
way, she had calmed down a good 


bit and tried hard to think of other 
things. If only Larry could be there 
when she got home. No matter how 
hard things had been before, all he’d 
have to do was take her in his arms 
and everything would be all right 
again. 

Larry, he had 
seen little Jenny. How he would have 


Poor never even 
affectionate 
and lovable and she thought that at 
eighteen months she knew everything. 

The train pulled into her station 
and Maura got off and started her 
walk to the Clinic. 


loved her. She was so 


Big Mike had his hands full with 
the late night traffic heading over 
the Bridge. He had been a Cop for 
nearly ten now but he still 
hated directing traffic in the rain. 
What a night it had been, he thought. 
In fact, what a day! Why is it that 
some things will go along 


years 


days 


smoothly, but other times it just 
doesn’t pay to get up. 

If it hadn’t been for that crazy 
drunk driver going through a_ red 
light and smashing into the news- 


paper truck, the traffic might not 
have been so bad now. But it took 
nearly an hour to get the two cars 
off the street and then he had to 
answer a lot of questions because 
it turned out that the drunk had been 
a “celebrity” and the reporters had 
to get all the facts twice over. 

Well, celebrity or not, he had been 
drunk and it had been his fault that 
the truck driver had been badly hurt. 
There were more than enough wit- 
nesses to prove it too. 

Only an hour more till midnight 
and then Chris Murphy would be 
coming to take over and Mike could 
go home. He’d have to listen to a 
long list of complaints about Chris’s 
wife and kids first though. He never 
seemed to stop complaining and yet 
Mike always thought Murphy was 
one of the luckiest men he knew. 

At least he had a wife who loved 
him, four good, healthy kids and a 
decent home to live in. And maybe 
what was luckiest of all—no interfer- 
ence from the neighbors. 

That was one of the hardest parts 
of Mike’s life—the neighbors. They 
meant well, of 
seemed to be no pleasing any of 
them. Ever since Ellen died when 
Kevin was born, Mike had done his 
level best to raise both him and 
Timmy but it had never been easy. 
Looking back though, Mike couldn’t 
see how he could have managed any 
better than he had. 

Luckily, Mrs. Riordan took them 
into her boarding house when the 
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course, but there 
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Day Everything Went Wrong 


Continued from page 25 


boys were still small and took good 
care of them when Mike was work- 
ing. But she couldn’t take the place 
of a full-time mother and _ neither 
could Mike. All the neighbors had 
advice to give Mike but he still kept 
things the way he sure Ellen 
would have wanted him to. 


was 


Most of the advice involved putting 
the boys in a Boarding School where 
they would get “good care and su- 
pervision,” but Mike knew the boys 
wanted to stay with him and he knew 
that he himself would be lost with- 
out them. The three of them 
very close. 

It had all worked out so differently 
from what he and Ellen had planned 
They were going to have a bunch 
of kids, a big house of their own 
and all the love in the world to keep 
them a happy family. There was still 
a lot of love, of course, but it wasn’t 
the same as it would have been had 
Ellen still been here. 

An impatient honk of a horn made 
him concentrate on the traffic again. 
It sure was a miserable night out 
and all this rain wasn’t helping any. 


were 


“Now what in the world is THAT 
joker trying to do?” 
Maura had quite a time at the 


Clinic because a new clerk had come 
on duty and gave her the same argu- 
ment about coming back after nine 
in the morning. She finally got him 
to call one of the internes on duty 
and after a ten minute wait he 
brought back the bottles filled with 
the precious medicine. 

She thanked them both for their 
trouble and went out into the rain 
again. It was now ten minutes before 
midnight and she wouldn’t be home 
until one o’clock even if she made 
good connections. The interne said 
she could put an extra drop from 
each bottle in Jamie’s eye to make 
up for the ones lost at eleven o'clock. 

Now, if I can just get safely past 
all these drunks and on the train, 
everything will be all right again, she 
thought to herself. The avenue was 
noisy but most of the noise was com- 
ing from inside the saloons and very 
few people were out on the streets. 
“I know I'll laugh at all this tomor- 
row, but right now I feel just as if 
I were walking the gauntlet all the 
way to the subway.” 

Two tipsy characters tried to talk 
with her but she able to get 
away from them without any trouble 
and except for that, the walk to 
the subway was easy. 

She started down the subway steps 


was 
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and just as she turned the corner for 
the second flight, a big, unshaven 
man grabbed her by the arm and 
mumbled something incoherently at 
her. 
Too 


frightened to scream, she 


pulled away with all her strength 
and ran upstairs. She ran a_ block 
back to the intersection where she 


had seen a policeman on duty and 
tried to get his attention. 

Big Mike turned to look for Chris 
Murphy and instead saw a youngish- 
looking girl calling to him. “Please 
dear God, no more trouble now. It’s 
nearly twelve and all I want to do is 
get home,” Mike pleaded. He took 
a quick look at the traffic around 
him and went over to the girl. She 
wasn’t as young as he first thought 
but she was very pretty even if she 
did look seared, 

“Can I help you, Ma’am,” he asked 
in his big soothing voice. “Officer. 
I’m terribly sorry to bother you, but 
I'm trying to get to Woodside and 
when I went down the subway steps, 
a drunk tried to stop Maura 
said a bit too quickly. 

“Now, now, don’t be so nervous,” 
Mike said as he took her under the 
protection of the awning over Al’s 
Bar and Grill. “You've had a_ bad 
scare but I'll see to it that vou get 
hack home again safely. I live out in 
East Elmhurst and as soon as my 
relief gets here, ['d be glad to see 
you to your station personally.” 

Maura couldn’t help feeling greatly 
relieved. What safer way of getting 
home than with a personal police 
escort, or was he really a Guardian 
Angel in disguise. No wings or halo 
showing but he did have a sort of 
good, angelic look about him for all 
his bigness. 

“Thank you very much Officer, but 
I don’t want to impose on you. I’m 
in a great hurry so if you could just 
see me down the subway stairs, I'd 
be very grateful,” she said, trying 
not to appear too anxious. 

“Nonsense,” Mike replied. “I can 
see Murphy’s big feet headed this 
way right now and I'll be free to 
leave in about two minutes. So you 
just wait right here out of the rain 
and I'll be back before you know it.” 

He turned and went over to Mur- 
phy and thought, “Now, not only will 
I have good company on the way 
home, but I'll have a fine excuse to 
get out of hearing Murphy’s troubles.” 

Mike told Murphy what had hap- 
pened and how the traffic situation 
had been going and with a quick 


me,” 


“Goodnight” to him, came back to 
Maura. 

“There now,” he smiled at her, 
“That didn’t take too long did it? 


ONE 


Let’s be on our way now and I'l 
make sure there'll be nobody to 
bother you again this night.” It felt 
good to be taking care of someone 
little and feminine again, Mike 
thought. He’d try to cheer her up 
on the way 
could 


home and maybe he 
even get in a word or two 
about his boys. Nothing like getting 
people to talk to make them feel 
comfortable again. 

“How foolish I was to worry, dear 
God, when all along you had this 
great big Irishman waiting for me,” 
Maura thought. “It feels good to have 
a man taking care of me again— 
even if it is for only a little while 
I hope he won't think I was silly to 
be so frightened of this trip. Wait 
till he hears I have four children! 
I wonder if he likes kids; he looks 


as though he’d be wonderful with 
them.” 
“Why look,” said Mike, “It’s 


stopped raining. It’s going to clear up 
and be one of those days when every- 
thing goes right.” 

Maura looked up at 
said she thought so too. 


Mike and 


Report From Prague 


Continued from page 15 


the police only listen into adult con- 
“When my children are 
fighting ...or when my baby is cry- 
ing,” she went on, “they never come 
and tell me about it. So, apparently 
when we are out of the room they 
switch off the hidden microphones.” 

The thing you learn about Com- 
munist countries which is especially 
true to Czechoslovakia is that every- 
thing is false...a fake. The Com- 
munists have studied Marshal Potem- 
kin closely. And, at times, one begins 
to think of Prague as the false village 
of World Communism. This, we must 
learn. Communism is only appear- 
ance ...it is not real, somehow. The 
entire system is apparently an illusion. 
The Communists know that West- 
ern businessmen like nightclubs and 
pretty girls. So, in the Esplanade they 
provide the nightclub and the girls. 

A few Czechs are even allowed 
into the hotel to further this illusion. 
So successfully do they simulate real 
Western life that perhaps the busi- 
nessman, who is not paid to observe, 
is taken in. It is a remarkable fact 
that this simulation and false adapt- 
ability is Communism’s crowning vir- 


versation. 


tue. If you, as a Westerner, pose a 
problem in a Communist State they 
will solve it for you in the Western 
manner. Or, rather, it will appear to 
be Western. 
For example, if I, as a journalist, 
Continued on page 28 
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Graymoor 1SSLONS 


FIRST JAPANESE CONVERTS 


Zipangu was the name Marco Polo used to signify 
Japan when he made his famous trip through the Far 
East 700 years ago. Shortly after this, Christianity was 
planted in China by the Franciscans. But Japan was not 
Christianized until after the labors of St. Francis Xavier 
in 1549. Despite the strong opposition of the Buddhist 
monks and some of the feudal lords, the work of the 
early missionaries met with considerable success. The 
number of Christians rose to nearly 300,000. 


PERSECUTION 


On February 5, 1597, a violent persecution of Chris- 
tians broke out in Japan with the crucifixion of 26 
Franciscans at Nagasaki. The violence continued, more 
or less, until 1697. Thousands of Catholics suffered 
death for the Faith by decapitation, burning at the stake, 
impalement on sharpened sticks, or by being thrown alive 
into boiling hot springs. The full list of those who shed 
their blood for Christ will not be known until the Last 
Day. The rulers of Japan sealed off the frontiers of Japan 
to all foreigners. “So long as the sun warms the earth,” 
they declared, “let no Christian be so bold as to come 
to Japan. If they contravene this prohibition, they shall 
pay for it with their heads.” For the next two centuries 
Japan kept herself isolated from the rest of the world. 


THE HIDDEN CHRISTIANS 


On March 17, 1865, Father Petitjean was permitted 
to open a little church in Nagasaki. One day he was 
surprised to meet a little group of 15 Japanese who 
told him that they were Christians. They said that there 
were many other hidden Christians in the area. In the 
years that followed, about 15,000 came out of hiding 
and presented themselves to the newly arrived mission- 
ary. There were three marks by which these descendants 
of the martyrs recognized the new missionary as the 
successor of those who had brought them the Faith: 
1) the authority of the Pope of Rome, 2) the veneration 
of the Blessed Virgin, and 3) the celibacy of the clergy. 


SOME HAVEN’T COME BACK 


Not all, alas, of the hidden Christians of Japan 
revealed themselves to the missionaries and sought ad- 
mission into the Catholic Church of their fathers. Today 
there are approximately 30,000 “Hanare” or separated 
Christians in Japan. Most of these are on the island of 
Ikitsuki. On January 10, 1959, Fr. Joseph Newell, S.A., 
at the recommendation of Archbishop Maximilian de 
Furstenberg, Papal Internuncio to Japan, departed for a 
new assignment on the island of Ikitsuki. Under Bishop 
Paul Yamaguchi of Nagasaki, Father Joseph will strive 
praverfully to bring about the return of these separated 
Christians. We ask our readers to keep this big effort 
in their prayers. Father Joseph, who hails from Corona, 
Long Island, is a veteran of ten years’ labor in Japan. 
We know that his many friends will be interested in his 
new and important assignment and wish him well. t 


Fr. Joseph 
Newell, S.A. 


An idyllic 
scene of 
Old Japan 





Fr. Joseph leaves for his 
new mission 


Young Japan looks to 
the future 


Children are the same the 
world over 

































































St. Joseph 
Missal 
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Sunday Missals 
1. Simplified—for Mass on Sun- 
days and Holy Days. 
Black paper-back, red edges, 
large print. 479 pages. $2 
De Luxe edition, black soft 
leather, gold edges. 
#820/92 $8 
2. Continuous Sunday Missals— 
complete for each Sunday 
and Holy Day—no cross refer- 


ences. 
Hard cloth back, black, red 
edges, 1228 pages. 

#720/22 $5 


De Luxe edition, black grained 
leather, gilded edges, 1279 
pages. #720/02 $12 


3. Daily Missals 
Complete for every day use 
and easy to use. 
Hard cloth back, 
edges, 1344 pages. 

#810/22 $5 

De Luxe Morocco grain leather, 
gold edges, 1344 pages. 

#810/50 $9.50 

Black seal grain leather, gold 

edges, 1344 pages. 

#810/13 


black, red 


$12.50 


All St. Joseph Missals are com- 
pletely revised—with the new 
feasts and saints days—a “Treas- 
ury of Devotional Prayers and 
beautifully colored picture illus- 
trations. 
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Report From Prague 

Continued from page 26 

returned to the Esplanade one after- 
noon and were to the desk 
clerk angrily, “I don’t how you 
can make aged women stand on the 
street corners all day selling 
papers. This, certainly, is exploita- 
tion!” Within two hours, every aged 
woman selling newspapers within a 
mile of the Esplanade would myste- 
riously disappear and remain out of 
sight until I was out of town. Once 
gone, of course, they'd be back on 
the corners and probably forced to 
work longer hours to make up for 
their enforced retirement. 

“I studied the book store at the 
corner,” you might say to the desk 
clerk, “and that you have no 
American or English authors 
lated into Czech.” 

Under such circumstances, if 
passed the same shop the following 
morning you would find a featured 
display of American and English au- 
thors. During the night they would 
scour store in the city until 
they had sufficient books for such a 
display! The Communists keep their 
eyes peeled for the appearance of 
everything. They do not seek the real 


say to 
see 


news- 


see 
trans- 


you 


every 


thing... but only the appearance. In 
the United States, or any Western 
country, you will find the same stand- 
ard throughout. 
eigners 


Even though for- 
visit Boulder, Colo- 
rado, you will find dress shops and 
ice cream parlors in Boulder. But you 
find good ice cream parlors in Czecho- 
slovakia only in areas where there 


seldom 


are foreign visitors. 

The Czechs are under no delusions 
about the real nature of the life they 
live, certainly, but until they are a 
little drunk and a little talkative they 
endeavor to keep the appearance 
of being Western. The Communists 
find, certainly, that the illusion of 
prosperity and strength brings them 
nothing but fear and respect from the 
West. They cannot afford to show 
the slightest relaxation or 
towards those whom they are strug- 
gling against. But the entire Commu- 
nist system is rotten and a bluff. 

In that Czechoslovakia presents the 


weakness 


best face possible in the Communist 
World there are many Asiatics in 
Prague. They seemingly are gentle 
people mostly from China, I would 
say, but wearing Western clothes. 
They enter the lobby of the Espla- 
nade deadly serious and_ tiptoeing 
over the carpet lest they disturb some- 
one. There is something dreadful and 
cruelly mocking about the way these 
people are being tricked... again by 
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appearances. But while they are in 
Czechoslovakia, at least, they live a 
much better life than the Czechs, 
themselves 

Czechoslovakia, for the Westerner, 
is not cheap as Communist countries 
reasonable than 
most Western countries. I paid two 
dollars for my room in the Esplanade, 
a similar room even in Vienna would 
three times that much, 
Meals in high class restaurants cost 
about the same as they do in Vienna, 
but the food is not nearly as good, 
The diplomats, who have apparently 
forgotten Western cooking, carry on 
high-spirited discourses concerning 
the Czech kitchens. Of 
course, they can possibly order more 
lavishly than free-lance writers. 

In that the Czechs would not let 
me stay and I only had a little Czech 
money left after paying my hotel bill, 
I attempted to eat my final meal in 
an ordinary restaurant in the cente: 
of town. I say ordinary, but it was 
not quite. You purchased a_ ticket 
when you entered the restaurant and 


go, but it is more 


cost two or 


merits of 


on the ticket was the number of your 
table. Just looking at the place I al- 
ready regretted the expedition. It had 
a stale odor of bad cooking and the 
food appeared miserable. A grubby 
waiter fed everyone at the table out 
of a common pot. I decided I wasn't 
stout and hearty enough to stomach 
it and walked out. 

But this some idea of 
how the ordinary Czech office worker 
and is a side of Prague’s life 
few visitors to the Esplanade 
The Czechs are apparently not 
only trying to digest the Communist 
Revolution, but the food that it has 
brought. The truth is that the revolu- 
made against one of the 
successful and industrious na- 
the world. It is still at the 
height of its vigor and seemingly still 
can’t quite realize that the Commu- 
nists have it. 

I had no trouble at all conversing 
with the people in Prague, as far as 


gives vou 
eats 
that 


see. 


tion was 
most 


tions in 


language goes. For just about every- 
one, including my secret policeman, 
speaks German. The Russians have 
done a wonderful job of dissipating 
anti-German feeling in Central Eu- 
rope. Given a free Czechoslovakia, a 
German propaganda ministry could 
not have done in a thousand years 
what the Russians have accomplished 
in 10. Before the war, many people 
were born and lived their entire lives 
in Prague without learning Czech. I 
suppose even today there are thou 
sands in the capital who do not speak 
a Slavic language. 
Continued on page 30 
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MOSTLY FOR WOMEN 


HAIL, FAREWELL, 

ET CETERA 

EXACTLY FOUR YEARS 
ago this month, the col- 
umn “Mostly For Wom- 
en” was born, thanks to 
Father Samuel Cum- 
mings’ thought that you 
LAMP readers, 
nine gender, might av- 
preciate a page of your own. This 
month of March, 1959, I regretfully 
retire from its authorship. 


femi- 


These four years of columns have 
been rewarding ones for me. I have 
very much enjoyed the opportunity 
to speak to you on this and that; to 
hand on, as friend to friend, 
of the recipes our household has _ be- 
come fond of; to digress at times from 
entertainment and to mount my soap- 
box. Most of all have I been grateful 
for your letters, very flattering 
quests for recipe reprints, and prom- 
ises of remembrance in your prayers 
Any serious writer is concerned pri- 
marily with communication... and 
when he or she realizes that not only 
is contact with the reader being made 
but also that the reader himself is 
being moved to re-communicate ... 
well, that is the most heartening 
sensation that can be imagined. Bad 
the stuff upon 


some 


re- 


or good, reaction is 
which the writer lives. 
And for some reason or other, a 
great percentage of your letters have 
strong 
something or 


disagreement with 
other I’ve _ tackled. 
These are the sort of reactions that 
make the writer think; re-examine his 
s0-patly-stated principles; evaluate his 
opinions’ validity. 
the part of 
writer on 


been in 


Disagreement on 
the reader keeps the 
(her!) 
of you who have been part of this 
alert group of friends, goodbye and 
thank you... 
ever getting smug, or 


his toes. To those 


you've kept me from 
satisfied, or, 
worst of all, oracular and dogmatic. 
You constitute the pepper in the 
stew... and oh, how dull the stew 
would be without it! 

A very special sort of thanks goes 
to those of you who have been kind 
enough to try my food suggestions 
and then to write me in praise of 
them. Food seems to be a non-con- 
troversial topic, I've found! In spite 
of the old chacun a son gotit bogey, 
I've discovered a surprising number 
of readers whose tastes are in accord 


with the Westlakes’, and who liter- 


ally “eat up” the recipe portion of 
“Mostly For Women.” This has been 


doubly gratifying to one whose own 
confidence in her cooking has needed 
Now, 
whenever someone in the family com- 
plains about a dish I've cooked, I 
simply refer them to my ravenous 
public. Seriously, thank you for your 
interest and your lively letters, as well 
as for generous and charitable 


bolstering from time to time. 


your 
comments. 


KEEP IT LIGHT 


When “Mostly For Women” and 1 
set off together, Father Samuel gave 
me a deal of encouragement, 
but only direction: “Keep it 
light.” And usually, I obeyed. From 
time to time, however, I was tempted, 
or compelled, or something, to ex- 
press strong opinions on serious top- 


great 
one 


ics... the school system, say; or the 
alarmingly saccharine state of liturgi- 


cal art or what I thought the word 


LLL DDS DIDP DSL D 


A PETITION 
Dear Lord, 


save me not from 

the winter's blast and sting 
nor summer's heat and storm; 
but mainly from myself. 


—Sister Mary Honora, O.S.F, 


ee PR 


“catholic” really meant. These 


the look back on 


the greatest sense of ownership, be- 


are 
columns | with 
cause they express what I was truly 
concerned with at a given time. In 
the instances I have mentioned, my 
interest undiminished 
(in unchanged: I 
still believe that “education” implies 


has continued 
and most cases) 
schooling of the complete child, his 
soul as well as his mind; I still main- 
tain that the private, and especially 
the church-run private school is the 
last bastion of the “liberal 
arts education,” an education stress- 


so-called 


ing the importance of the will and the 
primacy of the human spirit and the 
valid, living use of the past. Four 
years have not seen the face of Amer- 
art and 
ment change so drastically that I feel 
inclined to give up viewing with alarm 
instead of pointing with pride at the 
majority of parish church interiors 
and religious-supply store stockrooms. 

I continue to prefer St. Thérése. of 
Lisieux inthe unretouched photograph, 
showing her at the Carmelite laundry- 


ican Catholic church orna- 
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tubs, to every painted representation 
I’ve ever seen; and to hope that more 
and more parishioners will be moved 
to support their pastors in making use 
of contemporary Catholic design of 
the sort that truly lifts not the facile 
emotion, but the mind and heart, to 
God. 

There! In spite of my sometime 
editor's admonitions to the contrary, 
you can see I've used the most spe- 
cious excuse to slip onto my soapbox 
again. But I want to leave you all 
not fliply, as I so often have, or com- 
ically, as I have often tried to do, 
but sincerely, in the way good friends 
say goodbye. I don’t, primarily, want 
to please you this month, or entertain 
you, or amuse you. I want instead to 
give you the most valuable possession 
I have...although it is so small... 
an absolutely honest handshake of 
farewell. So that you can say to your- 
selves,This is how one Catholic woman 
really reacts; this is how she feels. 
THE NICEST PLACES 

Which brings me my 
other fixed which years 
have failed to alter very substantially: 


round to 
idea four 
that Catholics must be catholic with 
a small “c” before they can legiti- 
mately aspire to a use of the capital 
letter. They 


assenters; 


not 
not head-nodders; 
lovers above all. A Saint Paul sort of 
Catholic loves every part of himself 


must be believers, 


doers, 


except his sins. This catholic Catholic, 
convinced, as the poet Hopkins put it, 
that 
“~~. Tam all at once what Christ is, 
Since He was what I am... .” 

is the rep- 
resentation and embodiment and ac- 
tive likeness of the compassion and 
understanding and warmth of Christ. 

Women are especially good at this 
apostolate of active love. They prac- 
tice it all day on babies and small 
children and animals and friends in 
the neighborhood. They practice it 
when their husbands least notice it 
and most need it. It is part of their 
natural, daily existence. Women un- 
derstand instinctively that their pa- 
tron is Martin of Tours, and _ that 
every day is a cold, wintry day for 
someone they meet cloakless. Which 
is why the nicest places in Heaven, 
the farthest up top, with the very 
best view of Things as they really 
Are, are I'm _ convinced, 
mostly for women. 

...A blessing, as old Irish priests 
are fond of saying, which I wish you 
all, in the name of God. T 

Sincerely, 
Nancy WESTLAKE 


realizes that he or she 


reserved, 
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Report From Prague 

Continued from page 28 
The Soviet regime and its leaders 

appear only in shadowy outlines in 


Prague, of course. Unlike in East 
Germany, Poland, Hungary and Ru- 
mania, there are no Russian troops 


in Czechoslovakia. There are prob- 
ably some Soviet officers engaged in 
training and supply missions, but 
they are not noticeable. There was 
only one Russian in the Esplanade, a 
young bald-headed man who looked 
a great deal like Yul Brynner. It 
leaves one with the feeling, then. that 
those who envision a satellite world 
without Russians as being weaker may 
be wrong. 

“The Czechs will begin their revolt 
one day after the Russians up 
against their leaders,” a diplomat told 
me. I would not go along with this. 
Czechoslovakia could explode, of 
course. But it is as reliable as any 
area under Soviet domination. Al- 
though the Communist regime is en- 


rise 


gaged in some cheap hate campaigns 
against the United States which 
anti-American displays in 
downtown windows, there is an amaz- 
ing feeling apparent in Prague of 
goodwill toward us... a feeling which 
runs strong throughout the satellite 
world. 


involve 


In Prague, as elsewhere, it is the 
American commands respect. 
Even with my little policeman T felt 
we shared a secret together. He felt 
something privately me, an 
American, apart from what he said 


who 


about 


or what T said to him. It was ob- 
vious in his manner toward me. He 
left me with the impression that 


Czechoslovakia was not a sealed vault. 
Our ideas are going over there. The 
Communists may bring up their heav- 
iest propaganda and 
away, but they cannot kill the respect 
and love for America in Central and 
Eastern Europe. 


guns boom 


The entire satellite empire connives 
with us in this pact of friendship. 
Three factors conspire toward this: 
first, the general and growing dislike 
for Russia: second, just about everv- 
one has friends and relatives in the 
United States; and third, the Central 
and Eastern European love of in- 
trigue. We seemingly do little to gain 
the esteem of these people. And yet, 
they just love Americans. This is one 
place our vice president could visit 
without fear of being rocked. An 
American spreads a sort of bon-homie 
that is difficult to describe. You just 
have to see it. 

Although I did not dare contact 
any priests while I was in Prague, 





I was able to pick up quite a bit of 


information from Catholic diplomats 
in the lobby of the Esplanade. At 
the time I was in Prague the govern. 
ment was preparing to try 18 mem- 
bers of the Society of Premonstraten- 
sians for educating and making pos 
sible the ordination of 
ground priests. These 


secret under 
18 were 
apparently semi-prisoners residing in 
in Prague, itself. There 
was no way I could confirm this story, 


men 
a monastery 


however. 

The Czech government is not al- 
lowing the Church to ordain suffi- 
cient priests to replace those who ar 
dying off. One diplomat suggested 
that for every three priests who di 
only two are ordained. I have no wa 
of checking this ratio, of course, or 
the reliability of the men who are 
studying for the priesthood in the two 
state-controlled seminaries. But ther 
constant rumors in Vienna of the 
existence of underground priests and 


are 


even bishops in Czechoslovakia. Th 


obvious shortage of priests above 
ground is apparent by the fact that 
some priests serve as many as SIX 
parishes outside of Prague. 

The diplomats reported that not 
only are Sunday Masses crowded, but 
many Catholics now are going to Mass 
daily. Early Masses which 
might have been heard by a _ hand- 
ful of people 20 vears ago are now 
Catholics suffer 
for their devoutness. A man or woman 
who attends Mass cannot expect to 
hold a good job or receive raises in 
pay or promotions. 


morning 


crowded. severely 


“They don’t keep them from going 
to Mass,” a diplomat said, “but if they 
do, they can just expect their stand- 
ard of living to become worse and 
worse.” 

It is said that you cannot buy a 
Catholic book in a secondhand store 
in Prague anymore. Not only has the 
government destroyed many that are 
in existence and prevented the pub- 
lishing of Catholic works, but those 
Catholics who have them are hoard- 
ing them. Prayer books and _ missals 
are precious items which command 
black market prices. It seems that if 
we ever start our balloon program 
again, we will know what to send 
the Czech Catholics. 

I came away from Czechoslovakia 
feeling that the Church has fought 
Communism to a standstill. And that 
when we say there is little resistance 
there compared with Poland or Hun- 
gary, we are thinking only of political 
resistance. For the Catholic Church 
stands strong and united. It provides 
the main source of hope that this 
Catholic nation again will be free. 
Communism can destroy and destroy 
... but not the Church. 
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Cc Ss 


THE MAILBAG is as 
plump as a well-stuffed 
circus clown this month. 
Right on top is one of 
the finest letters we've 
ever read. You'll be 
more proud to be a 
teen-ager as we share it. 
Dear Lynn, 

I have reading 
your article in Tue Lamp 
for about two years and have benefited 
greatly. Now I am writing to you to ask 
your assistance. Some of my friends and 
l are forming a group whose “soul” pur- 
pose is helping the missionaries. In this 
way we hope to do our share in spread- 
ing Christ’s Kingdom on earth. 

Since the chief inspiration for the idea 
came from your column, we would like 
you to tell us what you think of it. We 
will do all we can to help the missionaries. 
We will be eagerly awaiting your letter 
can begin our Catholic Action. 





been 


so we 
Sincerely yours, 
Ann Hanahoe 
5525 Webster Street 
Phila. 43, Penna. 

It’s a terrific idea, Ann, and one 
that will be humbly welcomed by om 
courageous priests and 
Sisters! Congratulations to you and 
your friends for setting such a worthy 
example for other teens and adults 
to follow! 


missionary 


Dear Lynn, 

I was glancing through an issue of 
Tue Lamp when I noticed your article 
on fasting before receiving Holy Com- 
munion. I decided to give you my opin- 
ion, even though it’s a little late. 

In our parish, the late Mass was packed 
to over-flowing, but at Communion only 
about ten people out of a packed house 
usually received. Now, when the time 
comes, almost everyone evacuates the 
seats and pours into the aisles. This is 
one of the few times you don’t mind 
being pushed, shoved, and stepped on. 
An entire crowd rises to its feet and says 
“l love You, Lord.” 

For those who live close enough to 
Church and wish to make the extra sac- 
tifice of fasting, I say fine! More power 
to them. Our Lord will certainly bless 
them for it. But for those like myself 
who live a little out of town, we ap- 
preciate that extra cup of coffee or glass 
of milk. Going to Communion before 
meant that I had to fast for two or three 
hours before receiving. Many times I had 
to sit through Mass because I was so 
weak and dizzy I couldn’t kneel. God 
bless the wonderful Pope who made it 
a little easier for me, and many others 
like myself, to receive the Savior of the 
world in a little better frame of mind. 

Sincerely, 
Martha Botchek 
Rogue River, Oregon 


You remember, teens, it was Pris 
Schexnayder’s controversial letter that 
started the Pris, recall, 
said she didn’t feel right about not 


In view of 


uproar. you 


fasting your many letters 


of disagreement which have appeared 


in the column, how does Pris feel 
about it now? Here’s what she has 
to say: 

Dear Lynn, 


When I read your column in Tue 
Lamp quoting my opinion of the Fast 
laws, it surprised me. I had forgotten 
you had said you were going to put it 
in the column. I noticed that many teen- 
ers agreed with me. But an awful large 
number disagreed. In fact, even 
said I was ridiculous, Maybe I was, but 
I still believe what I said. 

Lynn, I would devote a 
column soon to television. Give us teens 
your views. That is, which programs do 
you think are good for adults and teens? 
Also, what do you think about ratings 
vs. popularity? Example, Matinee Thea- 
ter. 


some 


wish you 


I especially like Steve Allen’s show on 
Sunday evenings. He usually has a good 
guest list. He pleases both the teens 
and the adults in the family. My only 
complaint is when he brings in that wom- 
an poured in a dress, by the name of Abbe 
Lane. Another good show is Perry Como. 
His only fault is the ever present Ginger 
Rogers. She appears on the show as if 
she lived on the sound stage. But I have 
nothing against her personally or her 
clothes. They left 
tumes. There is one program I find no 
fault in, and that is Perry Mason. 

If you do devote a column to TV, as 
I suggested, 


some air in her cos- 


also on 
the multitude of westerns and quizzes. 
I like both but there are so 
they all seem the same. 


please comment 


many, 


May God bless you and your work. 
Love, 
Pris Schexnayder 
Box 216 


Gramercy, La. 


For the most part, Pris, there are 
very few shows that are 
considered objectionable per se. Oc- 
casionally, some of the better known 
programs present an individual show 
that is dubious in character. Such was 
the case of the well known western, 
on at an early hour, which presented 
the story of the voung married woman 
who was attacked by an Indian and 
bore his child. But while most of the 
TV shows are not objectionable as 
far as decency is concerned, many 
of them are a sheer waste of time. 
We watch them out of habit and do 
not even derive entertainment as a 
result. 


television 


TV, in many families, has become 
an insidjous intrusion into family life. 
It has replaced the spontaneous fun 
of gathering together and combining 
our talents to entertain each other 
and ourselves. It has pushed out of 
the picture family discussions and 
worthwhile conversations which are so 
important to our sense of security 
and well-being. While we may all be 
in the same room together, the only 
time allotted to conversation is during 
the commercials. 

As for westerns and quizzes, it 
would be difficult to lump them to- 
gether in a wholesale evaluation. Like 
other classes of programs, each has its 
Many 
are good; some are carbon copies that 
fail to achieve anything but usurp- 
ing our time. Incidentally, speaking 
of westerns, one of the most excit- 


own characteristics and worth 


ing moments for my own teen-ager 
was when she sat next to Jim Arness 
of GUNSMOKE in an ice cream parlor 
in Pacific Palisades. And by the way, 
he was not downing a bourbon (as 
so many do on the screen), he was 


eating lime ice cream! 


MY FAVORITES 


My own favorite programs are 
WHAT’S MY LINE?, AMERICAN 
BANDSTAND, and GROUCHO 


MARX. Of the westerns, WAGON 
TRAIN, MAVERICK, and REST- 
LESS GUN lead our hit parade. John 
Payne of Restless Gun, like Jim Arness, 
was a neighbor of ours in the Palisades. 
Vivian Vance of I LOVE LUCY was 
our mayor. 

Television certainly has it place in 
our lives. No one can deny that. 
It’s a source of relaxation, en- 
tertainment, and instruction. But that 
doesn’t mean that it should monopo- 
lize It can 
never take the place of reading, for 
in reading we share a close intimate 
bond with the greatest and most fas- 


fine 


our every leisure hour. 


cinating minds ever to take pen in 
hand. Through them, 
boundary to the vast experiences we 
can share. Television can never take 
the place of hobbies that widen our 
interests and in turn, make us more 
interesting. It can never satisfy our 
sense of achievement that is derived 
from Church and community work. 
And certainly, it can never replace 
the warmth and understanding that 
we gain from family activities shared 
together. Yes, television is a wonder- 
ful invention—if you don’t allow it to 
rob you of the other pleasures in life! 

—Lynn ALEXANDER 
4343 Holmes St., Kansas City, Mo. 


there is no 


THAT ALL MAY BE ONE- (he Lamp - 31 














Behind the Films 


Continued from page 21 


Novak as well as Jack Lemmon and 
Ernie Kovacs in a cute comedy of 
witchcraft in modern-day Manhattan. 

In the realm of drama, that suited 
for a family audience came mostly 
from abroad. The British film A Night 
to Remember was an outstanding re- 
creation of the personal drama _ that 
accompanied the famous 1912 sinking 
of the luxury liner Titanic. Based on 
Walter Lord’s best seller, it was both 
accurate in detail as well 
matic in impact. The Norwegian film, 
Nine Lives, was an escape-through- 


as dra- 


the-snow story based on actual fact. 
Also prominent on many lists, but far 
from an undisputed winner, was the 
film version of the famous story of 
Irish Catholics in Boston polities—The 


Last Hurrah. Spencer Tracy and a 
fine cast did well by it. 

Adult drama also came_ into its 
own. Hot Spell cast Shirley Booth 


and Anthony Quinn as the parents in 
a rather unhappy Another 
family clash was chronicled in the ver- 
sion of Tennessee Williams’ play Cat 
on a Hot Tin Roof. Under the direc- 
tion of its adaptor, Richard Brooks, 
actors Paul Newman, Elizabeth Tay- 
lor. Burl Ives, Judith and 
Jack brought 
powerful points and eliminated the 
weaknesses it had in its Broadway 
run. Susan Hayward gave great 
derstanding and dramatic power to 
her role of Barbara Graham, a 
victed convict who was executed in 
San Quentin’s gas chamber—unjustly, 
according to the powerful film’s point 
of view. And an all-star cast, headed 
by Rita Hayworth, Burt Lancaster, 
Deborah Kerr and David Niven got 
high praise (especially the latter two) 
for their characterizations in the 
drama Separate Tables. 

Perhaps all the westerns or “oat- 
ers” as the trade calls them, were 
hiding out behind the glass screen. 
The wide screen could boast but one 
good one—William Wyler’s version of 
Big Country. Charlton Heston, Greg- 
ory Peck, Jean Simmons, Carroll Baker, 
Burl Ives and Charles Bickford starred. 

As usual the best religious films 
came from Europe. Such adult fare 
as God Needs Men (wherein a church 
sexton gradually assumes the duties 
of a priest when his fellow islanders 
find themselves deprived of religious 
guidance and the sacraments) called 
attention to the fact that religion was 
not all positive thinking, rolled eye- 
balls and syrupy sweetness. The great 
impact of Jules Dassin’s He Who Must 
Die added to this school of cinematic 
thought that placed religion in the 
marketplace. In this film which takes 


home. 


Anderson 


Carson out its most 


un- 


con- 
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EASTER WITH ESTHER 


Not irreverently the bustling 
crowd jostled its way out of 
Solemn Mass at St. Patrick's 


Cathedral, and attempted to join 
the throngs parading Fifth Avenue 
this brilliant Easter morning. Es- 
ther and her small dainty daugh- 
ter would have been lost utterly 
in the mélange save that they both 
were strikingly beautiful and their 
beauty was crowned by identical 
spring-sky-blue hats. 

Esther would have liked des- 
perately to and sing, for 
surely the first Easter dawn must 
have been as bright, cloudless, and 
warm with life as was this day. 
But instead, grabbed her 
daughter’s tiny hand and pulled 
her meanly along the Avenue 
urrection, Esther knew, 
rebirth, a reawakening, a leaving- 
behind of all things dismal and 
tragic—a coming-forth to a buoy- 
ant, happy state. But such an 
Easter, she knew, was not for her. 

Down Fifth Avenue went, 
guiding her daughter in and out 
of the maze of people that be- 
wildered the perplexed little girl. 
Scarcely did Esther pause as she 


smile 


she 


Aes- 
meant a 


she 


passed shop windows adorned with 
all the artifices a designer could 
create: hats, gloves, coats, dresses, 
household things. Always there 
lurked in Esther’s heart the terror 
that if she did stop to look, some- 
one cruel would ask, “Where is 
the husband and father that would 
make this twosome complete?” 

To avoid the question, and even 
more, the answer, Esther hurried 
on and would have gone on hurry- 
ing past 34th Street had not her 
daughter began to whimper about 
a sore foot. 

Aware that her personal turmoil 
was affecting more than her child’s 
sore foot, Esther did stop; she 
picked up her child in her arms, 
hugged her, and began a careful 
descent of the subway stairs. Es- 
ther was anything but anxious to 
return to the empty apartment in 
Stuyvesant Town. 

Here it was Easter, and she had 
recoiled into herself and her moods. 
She wanted to blame Bob’s sheer 
stubbornness until, emerging from 
the subway into the bright Easter 
sun, she sensed the sun was illumi- 
nating her own stubbornness much 
more. She turned to her child and 
said softly, “Sweetheart, suppose you 
and I call Daddy on the phone?” tT 

—DESALEs STANDERWICK, S.A, 





place in the 1920's when Greeks 
were under Turkish domination, we 
see a group of parishioners assigned 
roles in the village’s annual Passioy 
Play and find them later forced into 
circumstances in which they find 
themselves acting out these roles jp 
real life. Would Christ be crucified 
again should He return today? The 
film says Yes. It is, perhaps, one of 
the most powerful thought-provoking 
religious films ever made. 

Perhaps one of the most beautiful 
thought-provoking religious films ever 
made is the Austrian film Embezzled 
Heaven. Based on the novel by Franz 
(“Song of Bernadette”) Werfel, it 
tells of a devoted serving woman 
who salary and savings to @ 
distant nephew that he might be or 
dained a priest and “pray her inte 
heaven.” She later discovers he 
merely accepted her money over @ 
period of years, having no intention 
of becoming a priest. With this comes 
the more valuable 
ery, that each must find his own way 
to heaven. On this slim story line a 
full plot and excellent film has been 
made. The final of an audf 
ence in the Vatican, filmed with spe 
cial permission of the late Pope Piu$ 
XII, are cleverly woven into this er 
ceptional picture. 

While this European film is recom 
mended for family viewing, Europe 
also boasts two other family-suited 
religious films: Lourdes and Its Min 
cles, a bringing together of _ three 
exceptional short subjects about the 
miraculous cures attributed to the 
Virgin at the Grotto; and The Mirade 
of St. Therese, also called Trial at the 
Vatican, a beautifully photographed, 
slow-moving, poorly dubbed story of 
the life of St. Therese of Lisieux, the 
“Little Flower.” 

From the West Coast in America 
comes the filmed-in-Wales story of 
English servant-girl (Ingrid Bergman 
who saves her and_ be 
passage on her own to become 
missionary in China. Based on 
true-life story of Gladys Aylwa 
The Inn of the Sixth Happiness, 
it’s called, earned a special rec 
mendation and commendation fr 
the Legion of Decency in additi 









































sends 


second discov- 


scenes 


money 


to an A-1 (Morally Unobjectionab 
for All) rating. 
And in the future? Will there 


more religious films? And more 
to-life stories? It seems so. 
Perhaps Hollywood is growing 
and realizing the responsibilities 
all nations and types of people. The 
are becoming aware that they ca 
serve the cause of justice and _ inte¢ 
rity. Maybe it’s this new maturity 
that’s behind the best in today’s film 


entertainment. Let’s hope so. t 4 ‘ 








